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Toward tha snd of the shooling war in Korea, it was a ¢ustom
st the Eighth Army mese to canduct weskly debates in order to while
away the tedium of our sll-male world. Twe officers would be selected
i advange -- ane to defend the affirmative, one the negetive of some
mytusily-agreed aubjoct. Then, sfter & short presentation, esch membder
of the mass, voting from the foot of the table, 2s at » court-martial,
sxpressed his view as to the rightness of the argument. I remember
ono heated debate sn the subject: “Rensolved, that bachelor officers make
better officers than married men.” The contest was animated and when
the voting tims cams, the mess split exactly in half, so that when the vole
rasched me a2t the bead of the table it was & tie., [t was a6t hard for ms to
break it. [ ssid, "Geatlemen, regardiess of the arguments pro snd con,
! know it &3 & parsonsl fact that if Mrs. Taylor had aot takes me in hand

years age, | would still be 2 second leutenant, ”



I am sure that 2]l of my colleagues would join me (n paying &
similar tribute to the Army wife. Asan individusl, she does not fly
s flag, But throughout the history of the Army it hss besn her role to
follow the flag. Generations 2go, Army families braved the lile of the
frontier posts of the West. The wives treked acroas the vast expanses
of an unexplored territory to reach thelr homes in the Indian country.
Tolday, Army womes &re still exposed to a nomadic life, f&iiwi#g the
flag not just within the 43 states, but alee into many foreign lands about
the globe. Forty percent of the Army teday lives abroad. Apart from
the large concentrations of Army persoanel in Kurope and in the Far
East, wo maintain military miseions and estadlishmaonts in some 44
that endless round of moves to which she has slways bsen exposed.

Moving, perhaps, is the hervdest cross which the Army wife must
bear. The repected reguiremaent to make and then to brosk up 2 homs;
moves which involve tha damage or loss of pracicus personsl possessions
which mean 50 much in the family circle; the conetant disruption of the
schooling of children -~ all of these factors sdd to the trials which confront
har.

$ike har husband, she is called upom te adapt heraelf to many
strange environments. She, tce, wust leara foreign languages, foreign

customs, and ways of understsnding !%r;iga friends. The effect of the




wife on the success of her hushand’s assignments {n thess overseas
posts I8 50 great that we have recently inaugurated an informal
sfficiancy report, devised te masasure the atiributes of the wife for
important overseas apeigaments. Certainly, the effect of our forces
a3 ambassadors of godd will is largely conditioned by the quality of
the wives and children who accompany our édidiers zhroad.

More diificult to besr than the tribulations of the nomad are
times when the Army wife cannot follow the flag. When war comaes,
the Army wife must stay st home while her husband goes forth to mest
the snemy. Most of today's Army families have lived through World
Var Il and the Korean struggle. Many of these families have been
separated for lonely years by the two conflicts. It is im such times of
absence that wives demonstrate their mettie. They must becoms the
fathers, as well as the mothers, of the children. Upon the faithful
discharge of their duties depends the wellare of = rising gensration
which, in the formative period of their lives, does not have a father's
cars. | am often impressed with the magnificent work of Army wives
in meeting this challenge presanted by the long tbhsence of husbands on
duty =broad,

As Chief of Staff § often have occasion to say that the Army will
depend for success in future battle on three indispensable snseta:

firepower, mobility, and psopie. The tremendously effective new weapons




of the Army provide {t with firepower far supsrior te anything the
soldier ever dreamed of in the past. Imsproved methods of mobility
will allow military forces to displace far more rapidiy than in the past,
But the importance of the human element rémains preponderant in ity
effect upon military success. The lmprovement of weapons and trans-
Port can never compensate for defocte in the people who make up the
Army.

By people, we usually think of military peopls -- the men behind
the gun. PBut [ would stress today that the men behind the gun must have
behind him a loyal Army wife, capable of sustaining him -- when together
or when separsted ~- with understanding, with sffection, and with the
flerce pride of the wife of a warrlor, The Army wife has always partaken
of the gualities of the Rermzp matrons whe told their sons to come back
from batile with their shields or on them. Thers wiil slways be a
requirement for such wives snd mothers to susiain the men of the Army
wherever they serve,

I have often stood on gradustion afterncon in front of the Waest
Point Chapel and seen the young brideas come from the 2itar under sn
arch of swords of the groomamen, radiaat young girls facing 2 future in
the Army. While they will sever ride the coversd wagons which took
Army wives to the West, undoubtedly, they will {ace tests and challenges

equnlly great as life in the Indian country. 1 am surs that the tradition of




the Army wifo runs 30 desp in our service that this sew gensration of
brides will glve unfsiling support and understanding to another yensratian

of soldiers. Mere's te the ladies of the Army -- God bleas them.,

~END -



