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We all have the opportunity to engage in the greatest cultural 

enterprise of our time or of any time. First we can contribute our 

time, talents and money to the creation of the buildings which will house 

Lincoln Center, each one unique in the excellence of its design, 

architecture and fitness to purpose. This is the construction phase 

which ~&ll come to an end at the time of the opening of the Worldts Fair 

in the spring of 196~. 

But the work of Lincoln Center and its supporters does not end 

with the erection of the stone and mortar. Thereafter we will have the 

more important task of intelligent and ~laginative usage of these buildings. 

~:~at takes place within them is the true pay-off. We must see that this 

Center becomes indeed a focal point of artistic activity radiating out 

into the city and nation as a symbol of the gro~zlng cultural maturity 

of our country. The physical proximity of the performing companies will 

permit a cross-fertilization of artistic interests possible nowhere else 

in the world. The presence in its precincts of many students and teachers 

of the arts will assure the dissemination of new concepts of artistic 

excellence throughout the city and the nation. 

Today we are at an important point in the phase of construction. 

Our plans are proceeding well but there are still shortfalls in the 

essential funding. Bluntly, Lincoln Center needs substantial additional 

funds to assure reaching our construction goals on time. 

But here I am encouraged by the quality of the people behind this 

project. The able and loyal men and women who have carried the cause 

this far will never let it fail. This audience before me is a reminder 

of the stanchness of the support for Lincoln Center. The fact that you are 

here today is evidence that, after all your effective fund-raising in the 

past, you and your colleagues are ready to press forward to the final goal. 



. 

Perhaps the magnitude of the sum to be raised makes small 

contributions seem unimportant. But donlt forget that any gift of any 

size is rightly judged only by the spirit of the giver. The fact that 

thousands of Americans are contributing to this project is evidence 

that it is not the work of a few but the expression of a devotion to the 

performing arts on the part of many. With this evidence of broad and 

sincere popular support, the large donors will surely not hold back. 

Thank you all for what you have done in the pastl and for what 

you are doing and will do. P~ay all good things attend your efforts. 

It is good to be one of you. 
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We a l l  haWJ the ~ ~ t F  to  enKaEo tn the &~eatklst c u l t u r a l  

en~rp r~se  of ou~ t i m  ~ ~ any t ~ m .  Filw~ we ~aa e o a ~ + ~  our 

~tmo, ~ l e n t 8  aJ~d m~te¥ ~0 Kho ~twatton of ~he bu t ld i j~p  wh:toh w i l l  house 

LAaeola Center, eaeh one Ua~ is the excellenee of its ~sAgn, 

a~cht~eom~e and A~ltness ~ ~ a e .  ~ As the eenatr~ctton phase 

vhAeh ~Al l  come ~o an end o~ the opening of  the World,s Fa i r  

i n  the spring of lY6~. 

But the ve~k ~ ~ 3 ~  Ceu~e~ and A~8 rappoz~ers does not end 

wi~h ~ ereotAen o~ the alNme and a~m~r. ~ r e a f t e r  we ~ i l i  have the 

more ~an~ ~ k  O~r A ~ t  and AmagSaa~ve usage o~ ~hese buildings. 

~nat ~s pla~e wi~Aa bhea As ~he ~ pay~ff. ~ ~ ~ee that ~h~ 

Ge~P ~ O 0 ~ S  ~deed a E~ ~i.$ ~ ar%IS~bi~ &O~1~y ra~t~i~.g OUt 

i~o ~h@ ~I~¥ a.d ~a~ as a Symbol 0£ ~h@ ATovi~g @~itu~al ~a%u~1~y 

OA ~ our ~un~ry, The phT~io81 proximi%y c~ %he parring o o ~ s  w i l l  

permit a crosm-fer~Ali~a~ion of a~Ast~c In ~res~ P~sSlble no~o~e else 

An the worla, The p~eseaee £a its ~eci~8 of aan¥ s~u~en%s and ~eache~s 

Of ~ ~S ~ ~8~ ~r dAnemlaa%ion ¢~ new conce~ of a~istie 

ex~ellea~e ~ o u ~ h o ~ t  Re e~ and the mstloa, 

Today we a~e ~ ea ~tant po ia t  An Re phaee Of oonst~uc~£oa. 

Our plans are p r ~ ~  ~ D .  bu~ there  are 8 t ~ l l  a h o r ~ a l l ~  in ~ho 

essential i~ndiag. ~i~IF, ~i~oln ~enter me~s sabstantlal additional 

funds %o assure r e a ~ g  o ~  eoU%~¢%Ion goal8 on t~. 

B~ here X am eaee~e~ by ~he quality o~ ~he people behind th is 

pro~eet. The able and I 0 ~  men and we~en who have ~Aod the cause 

~a~ w/At never le~ £~ fail. This a u d i e ~ e  before me is a ~ e r  

of t ~  s ~ e h n e s s  of ~ho J ~ a ~  fo r  L i ~ o l n  Oe~ee~. The fa~ t  t h a t  you are 

here ~y i8 evldoaoe %~at# afar all your e f f e o ~  ~d-~aisiag in the 

pa8~, you and your co l league are rsa~y to press l~orward to  the final goal. 


