
SUGGESTED REMARKS BY GENERAL TAYLOR 

ON THE APPEAL OF LINCOLN CENTER 

I am sure you will guess that before I agreed to take the 

responsibilities of President of Lincoln Center for the Performing 

Arts I searched my heart and soul very thoroughly. I was by no 

means certain that Lincoln Center would be wise to choose a military 

man for this responsibility. I felt sure many people would question 

the wisdom of my selection. Thus far they have not, I am happy to 

say. I put to myself as honestly as I could the questions which it 

seemed to me people in the constituent organizations were entitled 

to ask. 

I cannot deny that the impulse to accept was very great indeed. 

It is quite clear that Lincoln Center can have an immense impact 

on New York and the whole world of the arts, 

It is the greatest undertaking of its kind ever attempted here 

or anywhere else. 

It has already raised a greater sum of money for its support 

than has ever been raised before by any such undertaking. 



. 

It  is  be ing  w a t c h e d  w i th  a w e  and  w o n d e r  a l l  ove r  the w o r l d .  

I t  is the  m o s t  i m p r e s s i v e  p i e c e  of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p r o p a g a n d a  

w h i c h  the  A m e r i c a n  p e o p l e  c a n  o f f e r  to r e m i n d  the  p e o p l e s  of the  

w o r l d  of t h e i r  deep  c u l t u r a l  i n t e r e s t s .  

I t s  i n f l u e n c e  on the  t h ink ing  of the  l e a d e r s h i p  of f o r e i g n  

n a t i o n s  who c o m e  h e r e  in i n c r e a s i n g  n u m b e r s  - -  to the Un i t ed  

Na t ions  for  e x a m p l e  - -  is  i n c a l c u l a b l e .  

It ha s  a l r e a d y  c o m p l e t e d  a r e l o c a t i o i l  p r o j e c t  t ha t  is  c l a s s i c .  

It ha s  d r a w n  to i t s e l f  a n  o u t s t a n d i n g  l e a d e r s h i p  in New York .  

I t  has  had the s u p p o r t  uf  the  g r e a t  f o u n d a t i o n s .  

It p r o m i s e s  to m a k e  an  h i s t o r i c  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to the  a r c h i t e c t u r e  

of New York .  

It  s e e m s  c e r t a i n  to b r i n g  g r e a t  n u m b e r s  of v i s i t o r s  to N e w  

York .  

It c o m b i n e s  the  n a t i o n ' s  o u t s t a n d i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n s  in the  f i e ld  

of the  p e r f o r m i n g  a r t s .  

I t  has  the  f r i e n d l i e s t  k ind  of e n c o u r a g e m e n t  f r o m  the p r e s s .  

The  a t t r a c t i o n s  of m a g n i f i c e n t  a r c h i t e c t u r e  and a v i s u a l  show 

p l a c e  a r e  no t  to be d e n i e d .  The  s u m m e r  f e s t i v a l s  w h i c h  a r e  to beg in  

w i t h  the f i r s t  two s . u m m e r s  of the  W o r l d ' s  F a i r ,  and f o r m  a p a r t  of 



. 

i t ,  w i l l  l a u n c h  N e w  Y o r k  u p o n  a n e w  c a r e e r  o f  a t t r a c t i v e n e s s  t o  

v i s i t o r s .  

I f o u n d  m y s e l f  d r a w n  p a r t i c u l a r l y  b y  ~he c o n t r i b u t i o n s  w h i c h  

L i n c o l n  C e n t e r  w i l l  u n d o u b t e d l y  m a k e  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s  a h e a d  to  t h e  

c r e a t i v e  l~fe o f  t a l e n t e d  A m e r i c a n s .  W h a t  t h i s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  c a n  be  

i s  a l r e a d y  c l e a r  i n  m a n y  p a r t i c u l a r s ,  b u t  i t  i s  a l s o  o b v i o u s  t h a t  

t i m e  w i l l  d i s c l o s e  m a n y  u n f o r e s e e n  e f f e c t s .  I t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  

n e w  p r o g r a m  of  t h e  J u i l l ~ a r d  S c h o o l  o f  M u s i c  - -  w h i c h  w i l l  d e v e l o p  

a t e a c h i n g  p r o g r a m  i n  t h e  f i e l d  u f  t h e  d r a m a  - -  a n d  ~ts c o n c e n t r a t i o n  

on  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  of e x c e p t i o n a l  t a l e n t s  i n  m u s i c  

a n d  d r a m a  - -  w i l l  h a v e  f a r - r e a c h i n g  e f f e c t s  o n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of 

th~s  n a t i o n ' s  o u t s t a n d i n g  y o u n g  p e o p l e .  

I t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  L i n c o l n  C e n t e r ' s  d i v e r s e  t h e a t r e s  a n d  a u d i t o r i u m s  

p r o v i d e  in  t h e m s e l v e s  a n  ~ n s t r u m e n t  s u c h  a s  h a s  n e v e r  b e f o r e  b e e n  

a v a i l a b l e  f o r  e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n  Ln n e w  a n d  d i f f e r e n t  d r a m a t i c ,  b a l l e t  

a n d  m u s i c a l  f o r m s .  

T h e  e x i s t e n c e  of  a s u b s i d i z e d  r e p e r t o r y  t h e a t r e  t o  w o r k  u n d e r  

c r e a t i v e  c o n d i t i o n s  w h i c h  a r e  i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h e  c o m m e r c i a l  

t h e a t r e ,  p r o v i d e s  N e w  Y o r k  a n d  t h i s  c o u n t r y  w i t h  u n p a r a l l e l e d  

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  i n i t i a t i v e  i n  i m a g i n a t i v e  d r a m a .  



. 

L J 
G r e a t  a r t  r e q u i r e s  g r e a t  p a t r o n s  and  L i n c o l n  C e n t e r  w i l l  

be such  a g r e a t  p a t r o n  t h r o u g h  i t s  $10 m i l l i o n  fund f o r  the  

c u l t i v a t i o n  and  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  of c r e a t i v e  t a l e n t  and l a r g e r  

a u d i e n c e s .  I t  wi l l  a l s o  be ab le  to f ind  o t h e r  p a t r o n s  in a r i c h  

and a r t i s t i c a l l y  v i r i l e  c i ty .  

I f e l t  as  a l l  of you I a m  s u r e  have f e l t  t ha t  I w a n t e d  to have  

a p a r t  in t h i s  m a g n i f i c e n t  u n d e r t a k i n g .  

It  is an  i m p u l s e  w h i c h  w i l l  be i n c r e a s i n g l y  f e l t  by the  p e o p l e  

of t h i s  g r e a t  r i c h ,  v i g o r o u s  and p u b l i c - s p i r i t e d  c i t y  as  1961 m o v e s  

a long  and the  r e a l i t i e s  of c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  s p e c i f i c  p r o g r a m s ,  and 

n e w  d e v e l o p m e n t s  t ake  the  p l a c e  ~ b l u e p r i n t s  and  p l a n s .  

I w o u l d  have  to have  s u b s t a n t i a l  m i s g i v i n g s  abou t  m y  s u i t a b i l i t y  

fo r  the r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of t he  p r e s i d e n c y  of L i n c o l n  C e n t e r  to 

r e s i s t  the  a t t r a c t i o n s  of so m a g n i f i c e n t  a n  u n d e r t a k i n g ,  so w e l l  

l a u n c h e d .  


