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Allow me %o elaborate for a moment on the ~i for %hose in rJtional 

service who can bring into proper relationship the military and political 

affairs of the nation. This thought has a special relevane~ today at a 

time ~hen we find our country deeply involved in a situation in Sou%beast 

Asia ~hich c a l l s  for an intricate aRd an effective blending of ma~y of ouF 

national assets both those which are military and %ho~e ~hich ate political 

in character. Al~hough this pressr~ situation gives a particular urgency 

to our consideration of this need for proper proportion and balance in the 

use oi" our resources,  the thought is not new that political and military 

affairs are usually inter%wi~ed and fTequen%ly difficul~ to separate. The 

Oerman m i l i t a r y  philosopher Clausewlts reeogni~ed more than a cen tu ry  

ago t h a t  war i s  merely a con%im~ation of  fo re ign  intercou1~e by the 

In%erJectlon of  another  e l ~ e n t ,  tamely ~ i l i ~ r y  fo rce ,  to  gain  r a t i o n a l  

objectives no% attainable by less ~iolen~ means. He believed that we 

should not apply military force %o destroy an oppormn% bu~ %0 compel him 

to do our will. Mush earlier in history than Clausewits, Polybius the 

Greek historian writing 125 years Before G'~-i~ recorded the same thought: 

"I% is not %he obJee% of war %o annihilate %hose who have given provoeation 

for it bu~ to cause t~ %o mend their ways." 

These quotations have a clear application %0 our strategy in South 

Vie %-Nsm which undertakes to convince the Communist leaders in ?~noi 
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t h a t  the  aon t inua t i on  o f  t h e i r  subvers ive  a g ~ e s s i o n  a~...~inst South Vie t -  

Ham is destructive %0 their own true interests and hence they must mend 

t h e i r  wayw. The s t r a t e g y  ~hich ~ are  fo l l owi .~  p r e s e n t l y  cons i s t s  of  

tour  parts. The firs% i s  direc~md a t  the  inc rease  o f  our s~reng~h and the 

s t r e ~ , t h  o f  the South Vie%tininess govenmmnt i n  those gT~mnd forces  e s ~ e n t i s l  

tO galn and retain the military inltlatlve against the Vie% Cong gUeTTilla 

forces which are now h~avily reinforced by unite of the rag%flat a~my of 

~orth Viet-~am. The second component o£ our strategy Is ~he use of air 

power, t h a t  o f  the United States and of  South Viet-~ma, to  r e s t r i c t  %he 

f u r t h e r  i n f i ~ t r a t i o n  of  men and equipment from ~orth Viet-Kgm and %o remind 

Hanoi Of ~he mounting p r i ce  which they must pay fo r  the con t i nua t i on  o f  t h e i r  

aggression. The ~hlvd component eonslsts of the non-milltar T a~tivltles 

of the American eivillans in South Vist-~am who are emgaEed in  stre~thenir~ 

and f o s t e r i n g  the f r a g i l e  polltical and economic s t r uc tu r e  of this ~m~ 

na t ion .  The f i n a l  component i s  the con t r i~u t i on  of  the diplomats d i r ec t ed  

at findlng a Jus%~ peaceful solution %o this eleven year struggle for the 

independemee of South Vie%-~m, 

I t h ink  t ha t  by the very enumeration of  the eomponsnts of  t h i s  s t r a t e g y  

ons perceives  the  need f o r  a broad spectrum o~ t a l e n t s ,  m i l i t a r y  a~d ciVil . tan,  

i n  the American miss ion iu  South Viet-Nam and amon~ those l eaders  of  govern- 

ment in Washington who provide overall directlon %o these efforts. To a 

growing degree, I believe %his need i s  being met. In every province i n  

South Vie%-~am, there  i s  an American team of  s o l d i e r s  and c i v i l i a n s  who 
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work side by s ide endeavoring to  s t r eng then  the defense of  the province 

aga ins t  ~he guaz~l lam and a t  the same ~ i ~  to  encourage and develop 

effective local goverrJaent. In the district towns, one f i n d s  even smaller 

detachments of military personnel who are eimilarl¥ engaged in trying, to 

assist the Vietn~ae~e district ehie£e. These young American soldier9 

of ten  s p e ~  f a r  morn of  t h e i r  time i n  supervis ing  ~he d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  

fertilizer, in checking on the availability of materlals for the village 

school or for the district dispensary, or in worrying about the sanitation 

of the pig fatal than they spend on purely military matters. X feel sure 

that ~e are breedir~ in South Viet-lam a new ~eneration of American leaders, 

representing ~anp segments of our governmont, who will learn to s~ak each 

other' a la~age and understand reciprocal probl~ far better than our 

offielalm have done in the pas~. This is a requlreme~t for the successful 

conduct of our foreign affairs. We are in an era of total competition to 

which we must be able to respond if r~ed be ~i%h a total e~n~i~en~ of 

resources ,  human and ~ a t e r i a l ,  i f  we am to  discharge our  r e ~ r l b i l i t i e s  

of world leadership. 
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