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I LEA~ ,.R~DI~ ANY QUOTES OR ~'...u~R]~T$ . ,,..,,.~ THIS ABC RADIO AND 

T E L E V I S I O N  P R O G R ~ 4  TO " A B C ~ S  I S : g U E S  AND ANS:~ERSo '~ 

I S S U E S  AND A N S W E R S  

'~' ......... ~ ].965 SUNDAY : _,.~Cm:,'_~R 12 ;. 

Special Consuitenh to the Pre.:5~.d~-:t 

INTERVIEWE~? :'~' ~.,.: Howa:cd K, Smith, ABC News Commentatoz 

and 

John Scali~. ABC State Depa~_~tment 

(.;o~:re s ~'~onds 

MR~ SCALI: Gene~ral ~ ~ ~.a:~ .~o.~:., welco;ue "to ~e.qu~c AND :,:,,~e;~:~D= 

I~ Pre~ic~e~:t oonnson has said that he is considering some hard~ 

{{ new decisions on what we do in Vietnam° ID. your view as a 
~, 

military,, man~ an Amb:a~sado~-~s -~ and as a consultant at the mcment~ 
[.:.9 

w o u l d  i t  b e  h e l p f u l  o r  d e s i r a b l ~  t o  h a v e  a d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  w a r  

il in order to better mobilize Amer'~can strength? 

~ GEr~-~4A,_. T A Y L O R :  i h a v e  n , ~ , ' - ~ r  f e l t  t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  ~J 

i) a t a n g i b l e  a d v a r , t a g e  t o  a d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  w a r °  I c a n  s e e  s o m e  

li disadvantages • '~ ~ ,. qu~.ce clearly° It would seem to me that would 

suggest that this is not l-he South Vietnamese wa:: essentially.~ 
~'~ 

as all of our Presidents have insisted; and as our conduct0 I 

I 

~I think~ will verify° You will recall from the outset our intent 

iI was simply to do those things in South Vietnam that the 

li Vietnamese themselves could not do or could not do in time° 

U 
1, 
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MR~ SCALT: But hasn't the role of 2~nerican t~:oops 

in Vietnam changed from the announced goal of guarding and 

securing ~merican installations and going to the ai~ of the 

II South Vietnamese if requested? 

i I GENER~.~L TAYLOR: I don't think it was ever quite that 
!i 

G !! explicit on the latter point° It was clear we should use o u~ 

i! forces for the maximum effect and0 depending to a large 

degree on the Vietnamese forces, to find and determine the 

9 configuration of the enemy. 

i! On the other hand there certainly has been no suggestion 

~.~ that, for the guarding of our bases we should not move out on 

!I 

~2 offensive operations of our own. ~ think that entirely 

~ !i consisten,t in what we are doing with the previous statement° 

ii MR. SMITH: General Taylor, I hope you never have 

i' 

m il 

occasion to read some of my past reports and find out how wronc[ 

I have been~ but ! ~'n going to do that to you. In October 

1963 you indicated that by December of '65~ now~ we might be 

able to disengage from Vietne~m° That was not right° Last 

su~er Mr. McNamara said our bombing of supply and infiltration 

routes was effective~ and now he tells us that supply and 

infiltration is trippling and more, and the aim of 

escalation has been to bring the Communists to the table and the] 
~J 

i! are not getting there. 

".,7 

a2 

~4 In view of the fact that so many things that a~.'e wrong 

have happened, what assurance can a worried ~nerica have that 



we are on the right track now? 

GENERAL TAYLOR: Let me .... ,_~ns myself as a prophet. 

First you don. Or quote the fine print of my ~-'- ~- ~ .... 

1963 that~ provided there would be no significant change 

'~ !I in the military situation, Z d.-.'.dn~t kno%.~ at the time that ~'-:-, 
'I 
I' 
il critical event: mainly the overthrow and assassination of 

!~ Diem0 would end eight years of -; ~" 7 ~' pol~ L,..].cal staV~ilit - Secondly 

8 any statement with regard to the effect of ai~:- on stopping 

infiltration I ,,~.,ould say no official that I know of has 

p~ . "%-. ~ ,. • ever suggested the air offensive wouJ_d stop infilL~a~.xon., 

It is quite clear; however,, it c.an and does hinder 

infiltration. But as long as H~,;noi is determined to move men 

and supplies into the South# the air will never com.plete?.y 

stop this, 

~7 
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B~Bo SI{~T[[o I apologize for" that oversight° 

Sir~ basically the situation sounds ridiculous~ We 

l',ave a nation,a primitive nation of 17 million challenging 

the most technologically advanced nation of 195 million° 

~,Jhy do they do it? Do they assume we are going to quit. ~ 

%.~e are going ~:o break? l~ow do you explain that? 

OI,:NER~:~L %?~6ILOZ[,; First, I wouldn't say that Hanoi is 

deliberately attacking the United Suates, The last thi~:~,,g 

they :,~ould ~ant is to have a confrontation ,~ith the United 

r - ,  

,i 

I , ,¢ 
:I 
:I 
;I 

, t  

2O 

~.~ i I 

Sr_ates and the thi~~g undoubtedly they %,~ish most sincerely 

no.~1 is to end this confrontation° Get us out of the picture. 

I would think thai: in view of our deep com~,.{.tment in the 

South and a clear resolution to carry this thinc 3 forward 

in a~-zsisting the defense of Sou~h Vietnam against the 

Vie~ Cong uha-~ they have lost hope of a military vJ.ctory~ of 

overrunnin~i forces in tile South~ I can't believe they have 

than hope~ but I am equal].y sure they do hope there will be som~ 

break in our resolution tilat international pressures or 

O.omestic prescures will induce us to change our course of 

action o 

F;]R~ SCKLI~ General~ based on '~¢hat has happened on the 

battlefield in the past few weeks and the past few months, 

would you say tha5 the Viet Cong, instead of the American 

and the South Vietnamese forces,are the ones wnc have gone 

on the offensive in the dry ~eason which was ~-]upposed to be 
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MRo SCALIo 

actions° 

GgNERAL TAYLOR° 

opportunity, Just as 

They haven't ini¢.iated most of the recent 

They always do, ~hey have the 

tile robbers initiate the operations 

against the police° for example° They always wild. have the 

largest number of offensive operati¢~ns because they can 

choose the time and place for their depredations° But, 

in terms of the actions against, the main units, I would say 

that we have rati~er clearly the offensive° 

MRo S~;,TH0 Sir c the question most people are interested 

in is0 ,,~l:aU can we do go prevail~ to force these people to 

tile con'f.erence table and to guarantee the South Vietnamese 

a free choice,which is basics.fly I think '~hat we are trying 

to do? 

Can you do Jt purely by military means o_r. do ~,,~e have 

to do ~cmething besides military action? 

the season that most favored us and our ai~_- power? 

GENERAL TAYLOR° ~4o, I ~,Jould not say that° 3: would s,~y 

that the Communists had the offensive at the start of the 

monsoon offensive and gave it up~ however~ on aro~nd the 

first of July after a round of bloody battles in '~-:hich both 

sides suffered very heavily° [low they have come out with 

additional forces ~ a form of escalation near the frentier 

but only near the Cambodian border and in general I :.~ould 

say that we have i=i~_e offensive against their main units° 
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"GENEI-IAL [~.AYLOF,,, I would say; of cou~.~se~ we are not 

doing it just by mi.~tary means. Our whoJ.e program in South 

Vieunam is a complex mixtu:tte of military and non-military 

factors, %~he diplomatic, the political, the economic 

factors are just as important in the long run; perhaps more 

important than the military factors. So it is really a 

combination of these components which we are blending toqethe:( 

in our present strategy. 

M~. S~-iITh.~ What kir:,d of thing can you see bringing this 

co an end?  

GBNEVJ~L TAYLOR: Well, I think the ultimate end has to he 

a change in the will of the leadership in Hanoi° That is 

ready the purpose of all wars, I like to quote the Greek 
? 

writer Polebius who said 125 years before Christ, "The 

purpose of war is not -co annihilate those who provoke it 

but to cause them to menu their ways. " 

I woulu say our whole purpose i ~ to get the Hanoi 

leadership to mend t.:eir ways, 

MRo SMITH- }low long do you think it will take? 

GENE]~-'~L TAYLOR: I can't say obviously, but we have to 

create a vet:, clear, unmistakable picture to them that they 

C~"'t po'~'siL.l, ;.Ji:c this thing and there must be better ways 

to conduct their government. 

MR o SCALI: Well, General, obviously the North Viet- 

namese and the Chinese Communists are not mending their ways 
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or showing any tendency to go to the conference ha~ble right 

now° What additional military steps then do you think are 

wise and prudent to take in order to show them that we are 

not going to give up a1~d we are going to carry this through? 

GENE~L TAYLOR- I ~'ould never isolate the military 

~tepso You c~n't do it0 Mr0 Scali° honeshiy. I think we 

ha~ze to Co a number of things~ We have to cor~tinue to do 

better on t~e ground ~e have the initiative -~-.~, , 0 Re ~a~n it 

and ~ucrease the pressure on the military units of the Vie% 

Cong. in South Vietnam. I think we have to continue the ai~: 

pressure on Hanoi in a moderately ascending scaie~ and 

finally~ we have to work every day on the governmental proble~s~ 
the economic problems, 

/~he social problems of South Vietnam° You can't neglect any 

of those factors. 

MRo SCALI~ You said air pressure on Hanoi~ You mean on 

the Hanoi government and not on the city? 

GENE~,L TAYLOR~ I am using that as x~epresentaZive -- 

MRs-SCALI~ What do you think is one of the critical 

decisions now confronting President Johnson whethe~ or not 

he should order air attacks against oii supplies and oil 

depots in the Haipho~ig area? 

J=NE~AL TAY[OR~ I should probably make it clear I am 

not a member of the government and ~ not in the decision- 

making process and can't answer directly° Obvious~i.y con- 

siderations of the proper target system is something that 
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goes on day by day° 

MR o SCALI~. As a military man who has been there and 

knows his way around Washington -to a ccn=,iderao~., extent, 

as a p.viva!e citizen 
nn~t should be do you/think this might be tile next step '-' .~ 

considered? 

GEi,iEI~%L TAYLOR, The POL targets? 

MRo SCAI,I ~ Yes 

G}J[~ERAL %~AYLOI~.~ it ~,ould ce~:'%~in!y b,e on my list to 
o 

be considered, 

MR o Si..iITh. how auout something else? Obviously the 

inf_.]..~_r~tion is going- -.':-h~'ough what zs considered neutral 

territory~ L~,.os and Cambodia, Don~t we have to try inter.- 

diction in those areas and not j'dst South Vietnah~? 

GEL~EILAL TAYLOR° I wish, Mr, Smith ~ you could 

suggest an effective way to do this, It is a very tough 

proposition because the territory adjacent to the frontiers 

of South Vietnam,both in Cambodia and Laos, are dense jungle, 

dense forest, and even if one flies a helicopter at treetop 

level it is almost impossible to see into that forest 

canopy° So, to zuenLaJ.~ and locate the i'nfiltration which 

undoubtedly takes pl.ace is very difficult indeed. 

MR. SZ..'ITH, Well, one possible way might be to send 

ground troops into those areas, Do you think that is 

feasible? 

GENEI~L TAYLOR • I just know as a military man that 



F-., 

F--, 

Na 

g~ 

~7 

.g~ i 

g~ 

combat in forests and in cities soaks up endless troops° ):n 

ohher %~ords0 to be effectivc, you ~,~ould have to have "N" 

divisions. I have no idea hov~ many° 

f, lf~o SCALI: General Taylor, at the time that 2resident 

Johnson made his decision to send American fighting men into 

South Vietnam -- i tilink the fiQ, ure that was used at the tinge 

was 125,000~ with provision fo~ ~ sending r~ore -- was the~-e a 

realization on the part of those ~$ho made the decision that 

perhaps hundreds of thousands more of American ficjhhinq 

troops might be required if all did not go %~ell? 

G~,.~EP~AL TAYLOI~. Well~ I ~:euld only speak for myself~ 

I would say that I never accepted that figure as being neces- 

sarily e final figure, It is really impossible to sit down a:%d 

plan accurately and say we know that the ultimate require- 

ment is so and so, 

The best we can do is to say that we know at least we 

need this kind of reinforcement° If tn-~t is not enouo~-~ then 

we wJ.ll have to review the future require~nent a~$, I suspect 

that attitude was in the mind of most of the people involved 

in that decision~ 

M[~ SCALI. But one of the questions I think many 

people are asking now is, where does this spiral end? We 

now have almost 200,000 men there and~ as you say, we need 

to do better on the ground~ Is it possible that the number 
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of troops that we send could reach the figure of say ~ miliio 

men? 

GENLI%.AL TAYLOR- I certainly couldn't anticipate any 

such figure unless l~ed China came directly into the war~ 

liowever~ I would say while it is a valid question to say about 

how many will it take. I don't thin}~ any honest official could 

give you a fair estimste. 

MR. S[4ITH- I~d like to ask you about some quotations 

that I have heard from other people~ and not you, On this 

program the idea was once scouted of defoliating the jungle 

and interdicting supply routes by defoliating the jungle 

with nuclear weapons° Would that be a realistic possibility 

now? 

GEL4ERAL TAYLOR, Z don~t thin]< anyone has ever considered 

defoliation using nuclear weapons~ We have tried chemical 

agents and the jungle is just too big for our capabilities. 

If I understand the work of nuclear weapons, we are 

likely to have more fires than we wou)d have purely defolia- 

/ tion ° 

[~1[{. SMITh- Now~ ~-Ir. Nixon said in a speech last week 

that we are letting ourselves get bogged down too much on the 

ground; we should instead resort more to using sea power -- 

presumably artillery and gunfire -- and air power° Is that a 

realistic -- 
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GENERAL TAYLOR: I don°t think so° Obviously we have to 

use all our resources° We can't exclude any one. But the 

issue is on the g~ound. The problem is the Viet Cong 

apparatus in South Vietnam° 120~ 130~000 armed men who are 

bandits and desperadoes attacking the government and attacking 

the people° 

alone° 

MR. SMITH: 

We can't do away with them by air power or sea powe~ 

pos~,ib~.[.~.cy using ground Well~ now one ohher ~" "''" 

power against the very sou-~.ce of the military trouble° 

Would it be a realistic consideration to think of raiding 

[! North Vietnam, on the ground? 
U 

GENERAL TAYLOR: One can think of all these things° 

27 

75 

~9 

We have plainly many capabilitie~ we haven't used° Thus 

far I have never heard this seriously considered° 

MRo SCALI: General in your view and based on reports 

recently of increased Chinese Communist supplies and 

involvement in North Vietnam0 is this war becoming more 

and more a confrontation between the United States and 

Red China than a war between the South Vietnamese and the 

North Vietnamese? 

GENERAL TAYLOR: I wouldn't phrase it that way. 

it is presenting a two-sided front to Ho Chi Minh and his 

counsellors in Hanoi° They see the growing American 

presence in the South and the inevitability of military 

defeat if they continue on their present course of action. 

/' 
V I 

I think 
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Then they have to look over their shoulder at Red China, 

the country which represents the traditional hated enemy~ 

and then try to balance the pros and cons of accepting 

Chinese aid to hold off the ~ne.ricans~ or perhaps find 

some arrangement that could be ~,~orked out with Saic;on 

i I and with Washington° 

MRo SCALI: But isn't it possible that the No~:th 

Vietnamese regime has already lost its role of independence 

and perhaps dislikes or hates the Chinese considerably less 

as they are forced to accept more losses in South Vietnam? 

In other words~ might they not emb~.-ace the Chinese rather than 

go down to defeat in South Vietnam? 

GENERAL TAYLOR~. Well0 Mr. Scali0 obviously it is awfully 

hard to know what goes on in AsJ.an minds~ and I don~t pose 

as an expert, but certainly one gets the impression that 

Hanoi remains relatively independent~ trying to play both 

sides of the Comrnunist stree.t~ the Soviet side and the 

Peking side° They are walking a p~etty tight and dangerous 

rope, I would suggest. And I would doubt that they would 

throw away in a short period of time the traditional hatred 

of China~ which has always existed there° 

MRo SMITH: ~. ~:~ixon in t~£ speech I told you about 

also said he considered Chins n fourth-raZe military pomer. 

Do you shs:ye Zhst assessment? 

GENERAL TAYLOR: I have no yardstick for assigning numbers 
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.~ to the. Chinese mili':ary strength° There are certainly a 

lot of Chinese in ~,:~e ~,orld: and obviously they are the g~e~.~--~ ~'~ 

militar7 power in ~J~stern Asia° 

~ MRo SMITrl ~. I~h me ask you about a statement in an article 

by Mr. Gec~.-ge Canzcn today; %-~ho is an impa-essive thinker- on 

these thing~=~o He :~ays he fears if we continue to escalate0 

what he :.edr,, "~ " ,' is , distortion of our defense sl~u~t~on" ~ ~ all 

over the wci.-Id~ %bat we might be able to meet a menace in some 

more importltnt p~:.~t of the world. Are you concerned about 

that? 

GENER2,~. TAYLOR: This is a problem that has to be 

considered all the time in the Department of Defense and the 

t" Joint Ch~e.~, of Staff° However~ I would say our ultimate 

Z~ resources a:e so qreat we can well afford and discharge many 

~S ii obligatio~<:~: if we have to. We are not currently at any 

~ given moment geared up to the point of having resources 

~.mmediately x~ady~ but %,;e are far from having 

d~.spersed our .',~'[litary potentiality. 

MR. SCALI: General~ in view of the nu/nber of battles 

recently durin,~I which Am, erican troops have had to fight 

at c..ose range with the VCe does it seem likely that perhaps 

the V.'.et Cong are now trying a new tactic of in-close 

fighting to n~utralize the use of American air power? 

GENERAL 5'AYLOR: I would say they are doing exactly 

what they did in Korea. That was their tactic there. It 
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was to get so clo.~e to ou~ lines whenever there %-,3as an 

attack~ that the,, would be locked ill close-range combat 

so that our arti'.lery and our air %,~ouid be neutralized.° 

It is j:.~.st a co~..r.on-sense tactic° They learned it in Korea 

and I a~, ~ure they are applying it nO~,.~o 

MR~ S~,."iTH: General;, if you were asked what %,ge should ~o 

%~out the Viet C~:ng offer of a i2-houz' trucee v..~hat would you 

~y? 

GENERAL TAYLCg.: C ,~3ould say it -~.s obviously propaganda 

and .[ would leave i:his to the decision of the comn~ander on 

the ~, ~-ound, 

~Ro SCALI: What a.~.out the thought some have ea.'pressede 

namely :hat we should u¢dertake another pause in the 

bombing of North Vietn~--,~.1 and extend it longer than the five- 

day peri~d~ or the last one, and to announce it publicly 

in advance and say tha: unless the VC headed for the 

conference., table within a prescribed period of time~ that 

we would t~en escalate,.? 

GENERAL TAYLOR: I can see many pitfalls in the 

pause. I can see ad~fantages also in the fact it would show 

once more to our owr nation and to the international spectators 

that we leave no st,.~ne unturned to give Hanoi a chance to 

come to the confere.~zce table. 

I would think it highly implausab!e, howevere that in 

the course of a pau,,~e with the spotlight of world attention 

H 
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focused on the decision-makers in the Co~'Lunist wo:¢Id, that 

they would make a move that would be interpreted as a 

sign of weakness° It just seems incredible to me. Unless 

it was in the form of a trap that in the course of this 

pause they would say "Yes; we will sit down p_rovid~ng we 

have a permanent cease-fire~" then we would be traE;ped in 

2~ 

ii • 
that situation we had in Korea of endless~ endless months Of 

.... ~y._ng of our ~ negotiation with n~ outcome except to the ~o7=~-~ 

side at the negotiation table. ! think 

that is a real danger~ 

MR. SMITH: General s I think you said in a talk 

recently that by the end of this year 80 percent of the 

people of South Vietnam would enjoy secu~ityo Did you -- 

GENERAL TAYLOR: No0 sir: I never made any such statement 

I wish it were true. 

MRo SMITH: I was going to say ! was very impressed 

by that° What is your opinion of the mo~cale of the 

South Vietnamese people~ but especially of the South 

Vietnamese troops? 

GENEP~L TAYLOR: I would apply two wo~ds to the Vietnamese 

people. Two adjectives: One, war-weary~ and seconds 

steadfast. They have been fighting for Ii yea~s against 

the Communists° They certainly have no zest for this but they 

certainly have no intention of giving up and accepting 

Communist rule if they can have any chance of security provided 
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by their gove]=nment. With regard to the troops; I would 

just. say that Vietnamese troops are like t~oops al.y~e_,- ~ _  

like American troops° 

trained and well-led. 

They fight %9e].i when they aze weli- 

Theist behavior is spotty when those 

two conditions are not met, 

MRo SCALX: General LeMay says if we haven't been able 

to do an effective job of reducing the flo~-~ of men and 

supplies acro,~s the 17th Parallel that we are hitting the 

wrong ta:cgetso Do yo~ think that we have been hitting %~ron 9 

targets? 

GEN~:RAL ~AYLOR: No~ I don=t ~' " ~" .. u~.t.D,~'. SO o 

the military i-arget system, rela%ed to infilt:cation 

and doing just as complete a job as ,~e can within the 

general ground rules~ the rules of a slow progression to~,,~ard 

the Hanoi-Saiphong area. 

MR o SCAL[ : What do you say to the people who contend 

that ~:~e should be bombing targets in the ;{anoi-Haiphong area? 

GENERAL ~AYLOR: I use a statemen% of Polybius 

which I gave before~ that we are not here to annihilate Hanoi 

but to get it to change its ways° 

MRo SCALI: But aren't there important military targets 

in the radius of those two cities? 

GENERAL '2AYLOR: There are military targets° There are 

also economic targets but judged by the standards of 

targeting such as we had in World War II they are ~-elatively 

i6 

We have been '" ~" 
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insignificant. The main thing we would be hitting if 

we went into all those targets would be urban population 

and obviously that is the last thing we want to dOo 

MRo SMITH: General; there have been reports about the 

Viet Cong collecting inside Thailand and Northern Thailand° 

Have you heard those reportsg or do you attribute any -- 

G~N~AL TAYLOR: I am not aware of this° 

MRo SMITH: Can you assess what the effect of Vietn~ 

has been on the Soviet Union since they raised their 

defense spending by five percent? 

".,:7 

23 
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G~NTZRAL TAYLOr,° This is something the Secre<ary of 

¢;tate shoulu a.~-swer~ I can only give you my personal impres- 

sion that the Soviet Union is d~awing no pleasure out of the 

situation in Southeasu Asia~ Xndedd, they are drawing consider 

able embarrassment from it because they have no national 

objectives here~ nothing to gain and conceivably a great 

deal to lose if they ended up in a military confrontation with 

USo 

Nonethe]ess j they have to fly the flag of Communist 

leadership° They can't cede p1-~imacy to Peking~ so they, like 

hanoi0 are walking a tight rope in their. ~ activities in this 

part of the ~,orld o 

MRo SilITh: Now° they raised t]ieir defense spending for 

next year five per cent, They announced it this week° Some 

editorialists have said that is not enough really to constitute 

a menace; that is kind of a declaration of intent to stay wellt 

defended° Âlow do you assess that five per cent increase? 

GENERAL TAYLOR. First, one never knows how they keep 

the books on the defense budget, Whether this is true or 

not, one cannot be sure. Certainly I would S~V. it is a 

statement made with a propaganda objective in mind in some 

degree o 

MRo SCALI. • There have been reports recently, Gene1-al 

Tey!or~ that the United States forces are under%skin~ to build 

some important bases in ThailaDd to serve as a back-up and as 
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a precautionary source of offensive action° Do ~,ou think this 

is ~,~ise? 

GEI~Z_FCAL TAYLOR° I kno%,1 of no new bases being built in 

' " ~ ns~allaulons of that sort ~- ~haxlanc. The airfields and i~ ~ ' ' 
° ~r~. 

really in the SEATO context of the defense plans of Thaiiians~ 

i know of no U. S° bases in Thailand. 

~4Ro SMITIi. Sir. let me change the subject. 

About five years ago or four years ago, you ~,Trote a 

book describing defense policy and the title ~:as ~The Unce.~ftain 

Trumpet, " What sort of sound .is the ~rumpet emitting now? 

GEL~,~31L TAY~O .. My trumpet you are referring to 

~IR. SMI~I:.. No, it is the defense policy 

trumpet o 

GENERAL TAYLOR, I would ~,ay our policy in Southeast 

Asia has been amazingly simple and amazingly consistent° 

14e started off in 1954 saying ~Je wanted to give the right 

of self determination to this new emerging nation beside 
South Vietnam~ 

We haven't changed one iota. It remains the same today° 

It is true our tactics and our strategy have changed, as 

they should, with the changing situation. With the changing 

degree of the threat represented by the aggression from Hanoi. 

So our methods have changed, but our purpose has never 

changed and I think that is something we should always bear 

in mind° 

MI<o SMITH° Not just in application to Vietnam~ but in 
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general do you think our defen:~;e o ~ ~- • .,.c~uze has been z'emedied 

since the time you criticized --- 

GEI, iLI~AL TAYLOr. Very much so ~, Very m~.~ch so0 The 

, ] fact that %~e are aL~_e to conduct this kind of ope[-ation~ as 

extensive as it is in South V-[etna~a~ %~oithc;ut cai.!ing up 

reserves, is a major tribute to our defense policies° 

• ~ t.Ci.L n~ MR, SCALI, A quick (~uest!on, General° Do you ~" ~" 

a stalemate acknowledged by both sides which left South 

Vietnam c ,.. zree and independent would ~e an acceptable settle- 

ment for us? 

,ZTT', GI~,.,~RAL TA:~LOX. I am a l w a y s  a s k e d  ~ ~ ;ha t  do  ~'~ mean b y  

v i c t o r y  i n  S o u t h  V i e t n a m °  I s a y  i t  i s  as  s i m p l e  as  t h i s °  

To attain wh~,t we set out to do~ which is a free, independent 

South Vietnam choosing its own government, Eo~ we get 

there ~ f:,.'ankly0 doesn'~t seem to me very important o 

MR o SIIITh° Sir, I have an impression that one reason 

the Communis£s persist is that they identify us %~ith the 

French and think we a~e in the same position and can be 

beaten the same way~ Do you think that a Dien Bien Phu0 

in defeahing America~ is possible or likely? 

GENEPJ~L TAYLOi<~. I cannot possibly visualize another 

Dien Bien Phu. We ,~imply have too much military strength 

to b,~ o~.~c:~-"come militai~i~.Y J.l, ;~outh Vietnam. 

MRo SCALI.. Do you think, General, that the time that 
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hanoi heads for the conference table will come only afte~ a 

series of sharp defeats on the battlefield in Souhh Vietnam,s? 

GENERAL TAYLOR~ I would suspect that some defeats of 

that nature will be necessary and also other indications of the 

growing thre~t of our air effo~:t against the North. In com- 

bination0 they will have to see that success is not possible° 

Now~ I 9rill add also that ~he political stability of 

South Vietnam is very important because they would hope 

also that by political subversion they might somehow attain 

their ends. so we must be stronc~ on all fronts~ 

MR~ SCALI, 

offing 

targets? 

GENERAL TAYLOR. I would think that would have to be 

a part of our overall program° 

MRo SMITH. Thank you very much indeed° General Ma~c~eil 

Taylor° for coming here and being with us on ISSUES AND 

ANSWERS. 

GENEI~AL TAYLOR~ I have been happy to be with you this 

I gather then~ General~ that you do see in the 

harder ~nerica.n air attacks against North Vietnamese 

afternoon. 


