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PLEASE CREDIT ANY QUOTES OR FXIEIRPTS IROM THIS ABC RADIO AND
TELEVISTION PROGRAM TO "ABC'S I133UES AMD ANSWERS.

GUEST: gGeneral Maxwell I, Paylox
Speacial Consuitani to the President
INTERVIEWE » BY: foward XK. Smith, ABD b
and
Jorhn Scali, ABC State Depavtment

r-‘,

oty

SCALI: QCeneral Tayloyr, welcone Lo ISSUES AND ANSWERS,

w

President Johason has said that he is considering seme havd,

new decisions on what we do in Vietnam., In your view as a

(‘

military man, an Ambassador and as a consultant at the moment,
would it be helpful or desirable to have a declaration of war
in crdexr to better mobilize American strength?
CENERAL TAYLOR: I have nsver fzlt there would

a tangible advarntage to a declaration of war., I can sz sone

disadvantages guite clearly. It would seem to me that would
suggest that this is not the South Vietnamese war essentially,
as ali of ouxr Presidents have insisted; and as our conduct, I
think, will verify. You will recall from the outset our intent
was simply tc do those things in Sowth Vietnam that the

Vietnamese themselves could not do or could not do in time.



1

L

“q

HES ]
Wi

03

=
Fary
¥

Fz)
]

0
R

e

MR. SCALI: But hasn't the reole of American tircops
in Vietnam changed from the annocunced goal of guarding and
securing American installations and going to the aid of the
South Vietnamesé if requested?

GENERAL TAYILCR: I don't think it was ever §uite chat
explicit on the latter point. It was clear we should uvse our
forces for the maximum effect arnd, depending te a large
degrez on the Vietnamese forces, toe £ind and determine the
configuration of the enemy.

On the other hand there certainly has been no suggestion
that, for the guarding of our hases we should not move out on
cffensive operations of our own. I think that entirely
consisten: in what we are doing with the previous statewent.

MR. SMITH: General Taylor, I hope you never have

occasion to read some of my past reports and find out how wroic

I have been, but I am going to do that to you. In October
1963 you indicated that by December of '65, now, we might be

able to disengage from Vietnam. That was not right. Last

summer Mr. McNamara said our bombing of supply and infiltration

routes was effective, and now he tells us that supply and

infiltration is trippling and more, and the aim of

escalation has been to bring the Communists tc the table and thae

are not getting there.
In view of the fact that so many things that are wrong

have happened, what assurance can a worried America have that

p—
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we are on the yight track now?

3

GENERAL TAYLOR: Let me defend mysel:

.

' &8 a prophet.
First you don‘t'quate the fine print of my statement in
1963 that, provided there would be no significant change
in the military situation. I didn't know at the time that thiis

critical event, mainly the overthrow and assassination of

e

i

stakbill

Iy

Diem, would end eiyht years of political Y. Secondly,

any statement with regard to the effect of air on ctonoing
y € pring

infiltration I would say no officizl that I know of has

ever suggested the alr offensive would stop infiltration,

[N

It is guite clear. however, it can and does hinder
infiltratien. But as long as Hanoi is determined to move men
and supplies into the South, the air will never complaetely

stop this.
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MRr, 8%r7i, 1 apologize for tnat oversigik,

Sir, basically cthe situation sounds ridiculous, We
have a nacion,a primitive nation of 17 millien challenging
the most tachnologically advanced nation of 195 million.
dhy do they do it?  wvo they assume we are going to guit:
we are going to break? Low do you oxplain that?

GENERAL TAYLOR, Fixst, I wouldn'it say thai lianoi is
deliberately attasking the United Scates, The last thing
they would want is ©o have a confrontavion with the United

State

i

and the ehing undoubtedly they wish mozt sincerely

now is to end this confrontation, Get us out of the picture,
I would think tiac in view of our deep commitment in the

Sounth and a clear vresolution to carry #his thing forward

in aszeisting tihe defense of Souch Vietnam againzt the

Viev Cong that they have lost hope of a military viotory, of

overrunning forces in tie Scuth, I can‘t bzlieve they have

that hope, but I am equally sure tihey do hope there will be some

break in our resclution tilat international pressures ox

domestic preszures will induce us Lo change ouxr course of

4]

action,

MR, S5CALI, General, based on what has hapgened on the
battlefield in tihe past few weeks and the past few months,
would you say that the Viec Cong, instead of the American
and tihe South Vietnamege forces,are the ones whe have gone

on the offensive in tie dry smeason which was supposed to be
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the scason that most faveored us and our air powar?

GEFERAL TAYLOR, Ho, I would nct say that, I

that the Communists had the offenzive ar the stary of

monsoon offensive and gave it up, however, on arcund

[}

first of July after a round of bloody battles in which
4

N +

would smy
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sides suffered very heavily, Now they have come cut wich

auditional forxces iy a form of escalation near the frontier

but only near the Cambodian border and in general I would

say tinat we have ihe offensive against their main units

MR, SBCALI, They naven't iniciarted mno

GENBRAL TAYLCR, They always do, They have the

opportunity. Just as tie robboers initiate the operations

against the palice, for example, Thev alwavs will
) . -

have

largest number of offensive operaticns berause they can

cioose tile time and place for their depredations.

But,

in terms of the actions against the main units, I would

that we have ratier clearly the offensive,

MR, SMITH, Sixr, the question most people are

in is, what can we do to prevail, to force these people to
the conference table and L0 guarantee the South Vietnamese

a free choice,whicihh is basicclly I think what we are trying

te do7?

Can you dJdo it purely by milicary means or do we have

to do =cuething besides military action?
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LNERAL TAYLOR. I would say,. of couvrse, we are not
doing it just by milicary means, Our whole program in South
Vietnam is & complex mixture of military and non~military
factors. The diplomatic, the political, the economic
factors are just as important in the long run, perhaps more
important than the military factors. So it is rezlly a
combination of these components which we are blenuing togethar
in our present strategy,

MR, SMITH: What kird of thing can you see bringing this

Lo an end?
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think the uvitimate end has o bae
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a change in the will of the leadership in Uznoi, Tha

really tie purpose of all wars, I like to guote the Greek
»

writer pplebiuns Who said 125 vears befores Christ, “The
purpose of war is not ©o annihilate those who provoke it
put to causae tihem to mend their ways, "

I woula say our winole purpose i~ to get the lianoi
leadership Lo mend t:leir ways.

MR, SMITH: How lov~ do you think it wiil take?

GENLRAL TAYLOR: I can't say obviously, but we have to
create a ver: clear, unhistakable picture to them that they
can't porsiil win this thing and there must be betier wWavys
to cenauct thelr government,

MR, SCALIL: Well, General, obviously the North Viet-

namese and the Chinese Communists are not mending their ways
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or showing any tendency to go¢ to the confarence tzble right
now, What additional military steps thez do you think are

wise and prudent to take in ovder to show them that we re

o
£

not going to give up and w2 ars golhg to ceryy this through?
GENERAL TAYLOR. I would rever isclate the wilitary
iteps. Touw can't do it, Mr, Scali, horestly,. I think ve
have to Joc a numbar of things, We have to continve to do
betier cn tre ground, We have ths initiative, Retain it
and ivcrease the pressure on the military units of ths Vies
Cong. in South Vietnam, I think we have tc continue the air

pressure on Haneol in a moderately ascending sca

firally, we have ©0 work evary day on the governmental problems.
P :

the economic problems,
sthe social problems of South Vietoam, ¥You cant: neylect any

of uhose factors,

MR, SCALI: You said air pressure on Hanei, Ycu mean con
the Hanol government and not on the city?

GENERAL TAYLOR: I am using that as representative —-

MR,- BCALI: What do you think s ona of the critical.
decisions now confronting President Johnson whather or not
he should order air attacks against oil supplies and oil
depots in the Raipheong area?

G???PAL TAYT.OR: I should probably make it clear T am
not a member of the government and zm not in the dacision-
making procazss and can't answer directly. Cbviousliy con-

siderations of the proper target system is something that
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goes on day by day,
MR, SCaAlLIL: As a nilicary man who has been there and
knows his way avround Washingion to & cocnsiderabls extent,
as a private citizen

do yousthink this might be tiie next scep that should be

considered?

MR, SCALI: Yes,

GLUERAL TAYLOR: It would ceritzinly bes on my 1ist to
be considerad,

MR, BrITw- Leow about something else? Obviougly the
infiltration is going through what is considered reutral
territory, Lézos and Cambodia, Don'it we have to tryry inter-
diction in tlhose areas and not just Scuih Vietnam?

GLUERAL TAYLOR-: I wish, Mr, Smith, vou could
suggest an effective way to do this, It is a very tough
propesition kecause the tevritory adjacent to the frontiexrs
of South Viestnam,both in Cambodia and Laos, are dense jungle,
dense forest, and even if one flies a helicopter at treetop
level it is almost impossible to ses into that forest
canopy. So, to identify and locate the infiltration which
undoubitaedly takes place is very difficult indeed,

MR, SHITH+ Well, one possible way might be to send
ground troops into those areas, Do you think that is
feasible?

GELERAL TAYLOR. I just know as a military man that
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combat in forests and in cities scaks up endless troops, In
other words, to be effective, you would have toc have "N
divisions, I have no idea how many,.
x & K

Mit. 3CALI. Generxal Taylor, at the time that 2resident
Jeiinson made his decision to send Amecican fighting men ince
South Vietnam ~- I think the figure that was used at the time
was 125,003, with provision foyx sending more -- was there a
realization on the parit of those who made the decision that
perhaps hundreds of thousands more of Americen fighiéing
trocps might be regquired if all did not oo well?

GEMERAL TAYLOR. Well, I would only speak for myself,

I would say that I never accepted that figure as being neces-

sarily a final figure, Yt is really impessibie to sit down and
plan accurately and say we know that the ulitimate yeguirve-
ment is 50 and so,

The best we can do 1s to say that we Know at least we
need this kind of reinforcement, If tast is nct enoua™, then
w2 Will have to review the future reguirsment arli I suspect
that attitude was in the mind ¢f most of the people involved
in that decision,

Mit, SCALI.« But one of the quescions I think many
paecple ave asking now is, where does this spiral end? We
now have almost 200,000 men therxe and, as you say, we need

te do betier on tihe ground, Is it possible that the number
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of trcops that we send could reach the figure of say & millio
men?

GLENLRAL TAYLOR- I certainly couldn®t anticinpate any
such figure unless Red China came directly into the war,
liowaver, I would say whilc it is a valid question to say about
how many will it teke, I don't think any honest official could

give you a fair esiimat

@

MR, SHITH: I'd like to ask you about some quotations
that I have heard from otiier people, and not you, On this
program the idea was once scouied oF defoliating the jungle
and interdicting suppiy routes by defoliating the jungle
witih nuclear weapons, Would that be a realistic possibility
new?

GEHERAL TAYLOR: I don't think anvone has ever considerad
defoliation using nuclear weapons, We have tried chemical
agents and the jungle is just toc big for our capsbilities,

If I understand the work of nuclear veapons, we are
likely to have more fires than we wou'd have purely defclia-

. ‘
tion, /

MR, SHITh: WNow, My, Nixon said in a speech last week
that we are letting ourseives get bogged down too much on the
ground; we should instecad resort more to using sea power --
presumably artillery anud gunfire -- and éir power, Is that a

realistic --
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GENERAL TAYLOR: I dom't think so. Obviously we have tco
use all our rescvurces. We can’t exclude any one. But the
issue is on the ground. The problem is the Viet Cong
apparatus in South Vietnam. 120, 13¢,000 armed men who are
bandits and desperadeoes attacking the goverament and attacking
the peonle. We can‘t do away with them by air power Or sea powesl
alone.

MR, SMITH: Well, now cne other possibility using ground
powar against the very source of the military trouble.

Would it be a realistic consideration to think of raiding
North Vietnam, ou the ground?
GENERAL TAYLOR: One can think of all these things.

We have plainly many capabilities we haven't used. Thus ;
far I have never heard this seriously cornsidersd. -v
MR. SCALI: General in your view andé based on reports
recently of increased Chinese Communist supplies and
involvement in North Vietnam, is this war bescoming more
and more a confrontation between ths United States and
Red China than a war between the South Vietnamase and the
North Vietnamese?
GENERAL TAYLOR: I wouldn't phrase it that way. I think
it is presenting a two-sidad front to Ho Chi Minh and his
counsellors in Hanoi, They see the growing American

presence in the South and the inevitability of military

defeat if they continue on their present course of actien.
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Then they have to leok over their shoulder at Red China,

the country which represents the traditional hated enemy,
and then try to balance the pros and cons of accephing
Chinese aid to hold off the Amevicars, or perhaps find
scme arrangement that ccuid be worked out with Saigon
and with Washingten.

MR, SCALY: But isn’t it possikle that the North
Vietnamese regime has already lost its role of independence
and perhaps dislikes or hates the Chinesez considerably less
as they are forced to accept more lesses in South Vieinaw?
In other words, might they not embrace the Chinese rather than
go down to defeat in South Vietnam?

GENERAL TAYLOR: Well, Mr. Scali, obviously it is awfully
hard to know what goes on in Asian winds, and I don'%t pose
as an expert, but certainly cne gets the impression that
Hanoi remaing relatively independent, trying to play both
sides of the Communist strest, the Soviet side and the
Peking side. They are walking a pretty tight and dangsrous
rope, I would suggest. And I would doubt that they would
throw away in a short period of time the traditionzl hatred
of China, which has always existed there.

MR. SMITH: g», Hizon in toat speech I told you about
also said he considered China a fourth-rate military power.

Do you share that assesswpent?

GENERAL TAYLOR: I have no yardstick for assicning numbers
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to th» Chinese mili-ary strength. There are certaanly a
lot of Chimese in 1e worlid, and obviously they ave the great
militar7 power in W:stern Asia.

MR. SMITH: I¢: me ask you akout a statemesnt in an article

by Mr. Gec:ge Canica today, who is an impressive thinker on

these thingu. He nays he fears if we continue to escalate,

©

what he fears is 1 distortion of our defense situvation all
over the werld, that we might be able to meet a menace in some
more important peczt of the world. Are you concernad about
that?

GENER? .- TAYLOR: Thisg is a problem that haz to be
considered all the time in the Department of DRefense and the
Joint Chief: of Staff. However, I would say our ultimate
resources z.'e S0 grzat we can well afford and discharge many
obligaticns if we have to. We are not currently at any
given monent geared up to the point of having resources
immediately rzady, but we are far from having
digpersad our unilitary potentiality.

MR. SCALL: General, in view of the number of battles
recintly during which American troops have had to fight
at c¢.ose range with the VC, does it seém likely that perhaps
the Vet Cong are now trying a new tactic of in-close
fightiag to n:utralize the use of American air power?

GENERAL %'AYLOR: I would say they are doing exactly

what they did in Korea. That was their tactic there. It
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was to get so clouze to our linss whanaver thoere was an
attack, that ther would be locked in close~range <combat
so thal ouxr arti'lery and ouxr air would bse neutraliized.

£ 1 Korxea

Q.
‘.-h

earne

]

It is just a comron-sense tactic. Thay
and I am sure tlay are applying it now.
MR. S¥ITH: Ceneral. if you were asked what we should do

zlout the Viet Cong oilfer of a i2-hour truce, what weuld you

GENERAL TAYLCOR: [ would smay it is cbviously propaganda
and = would leave thig to the decision of the comxander on
the .r-ound.

1. BCALI: What ooout the thought scome have gxpressed,
namely that we should uvrdertake another pause irn the
bombing of North Vietnan and extend it loager then the five-
day perisd, cr the last one, and to announce it publicly
in advarics and say tha: unless the VC headed for the
conferenc: table within a prescribed period of time, that
we would tien escalate?

GENER!?L TAYLOR: I can see many pitfalls in the

pause. I can see adsantages also in the fact it would show

once more tn ouxr owr nation and to the international spectators

that we leave no stune unturned to give Hanoi a chance to
come to the confere:ice table.
I would think it highly implausabile, however, that in

the course of a pause with the spotlight of world attention
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focused on the decision-makers in the Communist world, that
they would make a move that would be intarpreted as a

sign of weakness, It just seams incredilxle to me. Unlaess
it was in the form of a trap that in the course of this
pause they would say "Yes, we will sit down providing ws

have a permanent cease-fire,"”

then we would be tranped in
that situatior we had in Korea of endless, endlese months of
negotiation with no outcome except to the wearving of our
side at the negoéiaﬁion table. I think

that is & real danger,

MR. SMITH: Ceneral, I thirk you said in a taik
recently that by the end of this year 8C percent of the
pecple of South Vietnam would enjoy security. Did you —-

GENERAL TAYLOR: No, sir, I never made any such statement.
I wish it were true.

MR. SMITH: I was going to say I was very impressad
by that. What is vour opinion of the morale of the
South Vietnamese people, buit esrpscially of the South
Vietnamese troops?

GENERAL TAYLOR: I would apply two words to the Vietnamese
people. Two adjectives: One, war-weary, and second,
steadfast. They have been fiqhting for 11 yeaxrs against
the Communists. They certainly have no zest for this but they
certainly have no intention of giving up and accepting

Communist rule if thev can have any chance of security provided
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by their government. With regaird te the troops, 1 wouwld
just say that Vietnamese troops are like tioops anywhera,
like American troops. They fight well when they are well-
trained and well-led. Their wehavior is spoitiy when those
two conditionsg are nor met.

MR. SCALIY: General LeMay says if we haven't bheean able
to do an effective job of zreducing the flow of men and
supplies across the 17th Parallel that we are aitting the
wrong targets. Do you think that we have been hitting wrong

targets?

GENERAL TAYLOR: No, I don’t think so. We have been hittin

the military target system relaed to infiltration
and doing just as complete 2 jobh as we can within fhe
general ground rules, the rules of a sicw progressiocn toward
the Hanoi~Haiphong area.

MR. SCALTI: What do you sav ¢ the pecple whe contend
that we should be bombing targets in the Hanoi-Haiphong arsza?

GENERAL TAYLOR: I use a statement of Polybius
which I gave hefore, that we are not here to annihilate Hanoi
but to get it to change its ways.

MR. SCALI: But aren’'t there important military targets
in the radius of those two cities?

GENERAL WAYLOR: There are military targets. There are
also sconomic targets but judged by the standards of

targeting such as we had in World Warx II they are .elatively
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insignificant. The main thing w2 would be hitting if
we went into all those targets would be urban population
and obwviously that is the last thing we want to do.

MR. SMITH: General, there have baen repoits about the
Viet Cong collecting inside Thailand and Northern Thailand.
Have you heard those reports, or do ycu attribute any --

GENFRAL TAYLOR: I am not aware of this.

QR. SMITH: Can you assess what the offect of Vietnan
has been on the Soviet Unicn since they raised their

defense spending by five percent?

L7
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CERERAL TAYLCR. This is something the Secreiary of
State shoulu arswer, 1 can only give vou my personal impres-
sion that the Soviet Uniﬁn is drawing no pleasure out of the
situation in Southeasc Asia, Indedd, they are drawing consider
able embarrassment from it bescause thev have no national
ckijectives here, nothing ©o gain and conceivably a great
deal io lose if they ended up in a military confyrontation with
us,

Nonetheless, they have to £ly the flag of Communist
leadership, They can't cede primacy to Peking, so they, like
hanoi, are walking a tight rope in thelr activitcies in this
part of tihe vorld,

MR, SiITh: Now, they raised their defense spending for
next year five per cent, They announced it this week, Some
editorialiste have said that is not ercugh really to constitute
a menacesr that is kind of a declaraticn of intent to stay well
defended,. low do you assess tnat five per cent ircrease?

GELERAL TAYLOR. First, one never Xncws how they keep
the books on tine defense budget, Whether this ig true or
not, one cannot be sure, Certainly I would sav it is a
statement made with a propaganda objective in mind in sone
degree,

MR, SCALI: There have been reports recently, General
Tayloy, that the United States forces areundertaking to build

some inportant basss in Thailand to serve as a back-up and as
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& precattionary source of offensive action, Do you think this
is wige?

GENERAL TAYLOR. I know of no new bases being built in
Thailand, The airfields and installations of that sort axe
really in the SEATO context of the defense plans of Thailians,
I know of noc U, S, bases in Thailand,

HR, SMITli. Sir, let me change the subiact,

Abcut five years ago or four years ago, vou wrote a
book describing defense policy and the title was "The Uncertain
Ixumpet.” What sort of sound is the trumpet emitting now?

GELERAL TAYLOP: My trumpet you are yeferring ino ?

MR, SMITI.. Mo, it is the defense policy
trunpet.

GENERAL TAYLOR. I would say ocur policy in Southeast
Asia has been amazingly simple and amazingly censistent,

We started off in 1934 saﬁing we wanted to give the right
of self determination to this new erergzing nation beside
South Vietnam.

We haven®t changed cne iota, It remains the same today,

It is true our tactics and our strategy have changed, as
they should, with the changing situation, With the changiag
degree of the threat represented by the aggression from Hanoi,
So our metnods have changed, but ouxr purpose has never
changed and I think that is something we should always bear
in mind,

MR. SHIThe ©Not just in application to Vietnam, but in
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general do vou think our defense plcture has been remedied
gince the time you criticized -~

GELERAL TAYLOR. Very much so, Very much so, Tha
fact that we are able to conduct this kind of opevation, as
extensive as it is_‘in South Vietnam, without calling up
reserves, 1s a majoxr tribute to our defanse policies.,

MR, SCALI: A quick guestion, CGeneral, Do you think
a staleniate acknowledged by both sides which left South

ietnam free and independent would he an acceptable scettle-

ment for us?

GLNLRAL TAYLOR. I am always asked, what do we mean by

vigtory in South Vietnam, I say it isg simp

as thiss

s
0
=
beat
©

To attain whéat we set out tc do, which is & free,

[

South Vietnam chocsing its own government, How we get
there, frankly, doesn’t seem to me very important,

)

% % %

MR, SHITh- Sir, I have an impression that one reason
the Communisis persist is that they identify us with ths
French and think we are in the same position and can he
beaten the same way, Do you think that a Dien Bien Phu,
in defeating America, is possilkle or likely?

GENERAL TAYLOR: 7T rannot possibly visualize another
pien Bien Phu, We gimply have tco much military sirength
fo be csrcome militari%y ip Seuth Vietnam,

MR, SCALI: Do you think, General, that the time that

ndependent
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hanoi heads for the conference table will come corly after a
geries of sharp defeats on the battlefield in South Vietnam?

GLNERAL TAYLOR. I weuld suspect that sone deisatl:s
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that nature will be necesgary and alsc other
growing threat of our air «ffort against the Noveh, In com-
bination, they will bhave to see that success is not possible,
Now; I will add also that the nolitical seability of
South Vietnam ig very important because they would hwope

also th

u

t by political subversion they amight semeshow attain
their ends so we must de strong on a1l fronts,

MR. SCALI: I gathexr then, Generzl, thex yvou 4o see in the

offing harder Americen alr attacks against North Vietnamese
targets?

GENERAL TAYLOR. I wonld think that would have to be
a part of our overall program,

MR, SMITH. Thank vcu very much indeed, General Maxwell
Taylor, for coming here and being with us on ISSUES AND
ANSWERS,

GENLERAL TAYLOR. I bave besnh happy to be with you this

afterncon,



