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FIRST DRAPT 1
) - .L_ f\-{‘ ¢ I s 2
TO THI CITIZIUS OF CANEIMT | v K7

oo tuerg ego Loday e great battle was roging about the Ciby
of Cavontons Followlng the airbores and amphiblous landingg of tho
Alliod Foreos to tho north, this tonm fe“ﬂ*n o principal ebiectivo
of the landing oporallon. It wos Limortant us a condor of corTamicne
tiocn, lyinz along the bowdary of the American Sevonth Corps which
landad near Poupoville and $ha Fifth Corps which hod landed fer to
the oaste It foll to tho lob of my 101lst Adrborme Diwvision to ocouny
this tovm, socure tio couth J’.’l:m}:bof the Sovonth Corps end contach
tho Fifth to tho cast,

You who know this place zo well ars cware of ths tuctleal
difficultios in liberating tho city. Surrowndad by & network of
wator-uoys fron emy direction, the abtiack bscams a sories of giream
croasinzse While wo wore stlll in England, hevraver, wo had docided
upon ths general plan of atinclke In gencral torms, the plon conalgted
of & holding atiacl diroct?y from the direction of 5. Come, While
the rivor crosalrgs of the Douve, east of Carentan, hecarn the prineipal
efforts Wo realized thnt the down itsall did not havo the tactlenl
importanco of the high ground to tho wast which we were axclous to
gecuro es a dofensivo basoe

Tha ecitizens of 4his Yorm lmow tho history of ¥he success of
trogs ramsuverse Tho attack fron the north, after bloody fighting
nzar the bridsos, geined a footlold im tho hills west of iths %owm,
Jnilo the twrning movessnt from tho e2sd w23 coxpleialy succsesalul.
Ty oo evandag of 1me o decorabion coronony tio% place in 415

e¢lly square.* Tnds was attendod by mmdreds of the brave citirens win
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within easy renge of tho Gorrmn muis $oatified to tho solidarity
of thoir sonbimonts vilth thoso of thy Amswrican Forcose A fow doys
lator, & second dcco..anoa coronony vas hold, and you will rocall
vith sadeoss the Gorman borbardemont whlch Hlled sovorsl of yous
oltizens end wounled meny othora,

To 'Lho..e of us of ths 10let Airborrns Division, the fortitudo
a.nd travory of tho Freach inhabltants of Corenten end vieinity will
no*for bo forgotien. Thoso brave poople cudured patiently tho dsstruoca
tion wirought by the chance of war and eollaboratad with the troops
xiho Lau coze to liborato thome To 4k non of uy Divis:.on,jﬂtnll to
be one of t;wir rroudoat boasts that in doscending from tiw skiea
upon tha fieids of Normendy, thoy wore peraitted to play o mjor
pa:—t in tle llberatlon of Carentan and the final defeat of the
l;e.zi invaderse
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