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TO Ti~. CiT-IZ~TS OF C~:!~IFA62;~ /:' '" ..... 

~;o ~%'~-~s ago today ~ croe-% b~tble T.~.z racir S about the C!~, 

of C~;ont~u. Fol!~'in S tI~ airborno ~-~d ~D]uibious !~undims~ of %1~ 

Allioc~ Forces %o t'-~ north, %~ds to;-~ %eooz-~ the principal objective 

of %he l~udin G opera'cion. Yt ~'~as ~ort~_r/~ as a con-~r of cor~:unica- 

t'ion, lydr.g along the botmd,~_~y of th~ ~moric~u Seventh Corrs w!dch 

landed near Poupovillo ,-rod %h~ Fifth Corps ;'rl~ch had landed f~x %0 

the east. It fell to "~" ~o lot of z~J lOlst Airborne Division to occupy 

this to.n~, z~oure %b~ south flare: of the Seventh Corps ~ud c~ntac~ 
e 

t_ho Fi~h Corps %o the east. 

You who kua~.~ tkls pl~co so well are a~cro of t!~ ~aotical 

&%fficultios in libor~%InG %}~ city. Surrounded by a noS:mrk of 

~utor-:~?~/s fron a_~/ direction, the atbzc~ beck.-%9 ~ sorle~ of stream 

crosci~.s. ,L~I,,.3.!o ~=~ ~re still ~n EnSUed, hc~3vor, ~ ]Lad decided 

upon the general pl~u of abt~:o~.:~ In general terms, t~-9 plnn consisted 

of ~ holding ~-~ ' • a~c~c dh-oot,~y fro~ the direction of St. Coze~ ~t!o 

the river e~'ossi~gs off the Do~, east of C~rcntau, becor~ t~ p~'incipal 

effo~. We realized %b_~t t].~ %o~.~n itself did not have the tactical. 

impor, t~uco of ti,~ high ground to t.~ wost w~hioh we vmre ~xious to 

secure as a dcfc~ bass. 

TD~ citizens of t'.-uis t~:~ km~ the hi~to'~r of t,~ success of 

those ~'m~uvors. The attack from the nor%/~ after bloo~y fishtin Z 

n~ar tI~ bridges , c~inod a foot]~Id in the hills ;~st of tl-~ to~n 2 

~£nilo t,~.~ ~n!n Z r~ve~ fro;n t~m c zst ~,%s cc-~:p!oS~!y succes.~ful, 

~-" e ....... o r~_ J:_'19 • c, decu~-ation coro'_',o:_~- t~o': p!,lC,~ in %!'0 

city square. " This ~ras attended by hund~-eds of the brave citizens who 
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~rlthin e~y r~so of ¢}~ Gorr~m gu~-~z ~os~ifiod to t]~ solidarity 

of %hob- co~nti.~n-b~ ~-rlth "~ho~o of t l ~  Am~ican Forco~. A fo:~ d~F- 

later, ~. second docozation co~"o~ony ~',~s ho.~.d, ~u.i you vrill rec~ll 

~.ith sadness tke C~'~n bozb~d~n.~ ~hich -~illod sevc, ral of you-" 

oitizens and wounded many others, 

To thoze o2 us of the lOlst Airborne Division, th~ for'bi'~udo 

and bravorj of tl~ ~onoh i~bi~o~'~s of Ca_~on'~ ~-nd vicinity ~¢iII 

never be for~ot-'~n, Those br~ve people ondl,red pa~;ion~ly %~ doztruo- 

tion %'tA'ough~ by the c~mce of v~r and cells.bore-bed vtith %h~ troop~ 

• it 
v,'ho lind cor~ to liberate them. To %h,~ non of ~c~ Division,~Till be 

be one of ti~ir proudest boasts that in descending from %!~ skies 

upon th~ fieids of Norrc~d~,, they ~ru pea-mitred ~o play a major 

part in t]'~ liberation of Carentan and the final defea~ of the 

Nazi invado~.s. 


