
T H E  W i t l T E  H O U S E  

W A S  H I N G T O  N 

February 14, 1966 

Bill: 

I am attaching the first draft of my prepared statement 
before the Fulbright Committee. I expect to work on it further 
during my absence in New York and Tor0nt9 ~ I sha!l be back here 

in mid-afternoon Wednesday. 

Because of the shortness of t.ime, it would be most helpful 
if the President would glance at this draft and see if i t Ss 
generally satisfactory. I am not staffing it about town as I 
want to be able to assert the personal nature.0f mY views if the 

question arises. 

If the President has any significantreaction, please 
inform Colonel Root in my office who can reach me by phone. 

~'J~ Attachment 

--~,..., 
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February 15 
12 noon 

MEMORANDUM TO GENERAL MAX WEL L TAYLOR: 

Max: 

You will see comments suggested by the President 
and myself in pencil on your draft. 

The President suggested you may want to bring up 
fact that four alternatives appear to be: 

I. 'The heavy bomber plan", which could lead to 
consequences beyond tolerance. 

2. "Pull out" 

3. "Holding strategy" or "enclave." 

4. Continue our present policy of continuous pressure 
at all time until other slide changes mind. 

Bill Moyers 
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"I need not tell you that the world situation is very serious. That must 
be apparent to all intelligent people. I think that one dif.fi¢ulty is that the 
problem is one Qf such enormous complexity that the very mass of facts presented 
to the public by press and radio make it exceedingly difficult for the man in the 
street to reach a clear appraisement of the situation. Furthermore, the people of 
this country are distant from the troubled areas of the earth and it is hard for them 
to comprehend the plight and.consequent reactions of the long-suffering peoples, and 
the effect of those reactions on their governments, in connection with our efforts to 
promote peace in the world." 

These are the words with which Secretary of State George Marshall opened his 

address at Harvard on June 5, 1947, in which he announced the broad outlines of the 

Marshall Plan for Europe. They have striking currency as we reflect upon their 

pertinence to many aspects of our present foreign p~liey, particularly to many of 

the problems arising from our involvement in Southeast.~Asia. In seeking understanding 

support for the actions of our government in that part~.f the world, we have encountered 

all of the difficulties which General Marshall mentions , compounded by the remoteness 

and the alien quality of the scene of action and the apparent absence of direct bearing 

of the issue upon our national interests as most of oum citizens understand those 

interests. For these reasons, the places, people_and issues have been far more difficult 

to describe, explain and report than the corresponding tasks which confronted General 

Marshall and his advisors. 

As in General Marhsall's case, some of the difficulty in explaining Viet-Nam 

lies in the proliferation of information presented by press, television and radio which, 

as a consequence of technological progress in mass communications, have grown far more 

proflcien~ than in Marshall's day. Television, in particular, has brought the battler 

field to our living rooms with a vividness most distrubing to those who have never known 

war, somehow conveying the impression that it is we Americans who almost alone have been 

responsible for the cruelties and brutalities of the war as pictured on the screen. 

The influence of the media on public opinion, enhanced by the advances extending 

the quantity and nature of their coverage,:, has ~been augmented by the crusading zeal 
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displayed by some reporters and commentators-on the war0 ~ In an editorial at the 

time of the disorders at the Nemocratic Convention in Chicago, a leading Washington 

newspaper commented as follows: 

"It is, on occasion, difficult to distinguish the passion to inform from 
the passion to perform. Some reporters have avoided the historic choice between 
being actors on the public stage and observers of the show by deciding to do both. 
(In Chicago) they became so engaged in the pursuit of news that they moved into the 
role of newsmakers." 

In a similar way, in Viet-Nam, some reporters and commentators have felt that 

their task is not to describe the events but to shape them, not to report on foreign 

policy but to make it. 

I do not for a moment suggest that the media have anything like a sole or 

even a primary respQnsibility for the confusion which characterizes the popular 

state of mind toward the issues in Viet~Nam. There have been many other factors 

contributing to this confusion° The very nature of the conflict extending over the 

44 different provinces of South Viet-Nam has made it difficult to describe for the 

most conscientious of reporters. The conditions of the conflict vary from province 

to province so that a perfectly accurate statement about the situation in Province 

A may be completely misleading if applied to neighboring Provinces B or C. Hence, 

we often encounter apparently conflicting reports on the ebb and flow of the war 

which by their seeming contradiction arouse the suspicions and stimulate new charges 

of a credibility gap° Yet all may well be true, each in its own geographical context. 

AnotP~r factor contributing to the difficulty of explaining Viet-Nam has been our 

manner of waging this war, the way we have used our military resources, particularly 

our air power in attacking military targets in the North. This is the so-called strategic 

gradualism which has aroused the criticism of many military people and others of a hawkish 

bent. Yet there have been reasons for that strategy whether one finds them entirely 

convincing or not. 

Since the end of World War II, all responsible governments throughout the world 
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have been deeply impressed with the danger of nuclear World War Ii! which would be 

destructive of all participants and of most bystanders, In the view of sober political 

leaders, this grim prospect argues for great caution in utilizing military force in any 

form in pursuing foreign policy objectives.. Military operations anywhere in the world are 

to some extent a threat to world peace. Thus, when any great power contemplates a 

resort to arms, there is likely to be apprehension, at least to some extent justified, 

that an escalating situation may get out of hand and lead to the world war which all 

parties wish to avoid. It is this concern which has been the primary cause for the 

slow, cautious use of our air arm which has characterized our air operations in North 

Viet-Nam~ But whatever justification this prudence has had, it has been branded by the 

critics as timidity and has contributed great.ly to the unpopularity of the war and to 

the difficulty of explaining it to the satisfaction of many of our citizens. Despite 

the heroic efforts of the President and his principal advisors to present the case for 

American policy to our people, they have had only limited success in overcoming the 

adverse effect of such factors as I have mentioned~ 

This experience raises a fundamental question as to whether a democracy like 

the United States under similar conditions c.an successful.]y wage a prolonged limited 

war far from home, using limited means for limited objectives~ President James Perkins 

of Corne!l has pointed out the great difficulty of rallying this country behind a 

foreign issue involving the use of armed force without a clearly identified enemy posing 

a threat either to our homeland or to the vital interests of our close friends. As many 

of our citizens view the situation, Viet-Nam dQes not meet these criteria, hence their 

dissatisfaction with our involvement~ For the future, President Perkins concludes that, 

"We now have to give more attention to the public understanding, to the importance of 

international support and cooperation, and to the need for increased development 

assistance as a more effective way of forestalling the circumstances that invite 

aggression. In the end, we may feel as restrained in the invocation of limited 
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deterrence as we earlier did in the application of massive retaliation°" 

This is a very important point because, if indeed we can not expect to use 

our military forces in support of distant causes, it is time to recognize that fact 

and adjust our foreign and military policy to these realities. 

But then what happens to the Truman Doctrine and the world-wide systems 

of alliances which commit us contingently to o~er 40 nations to provide them with 

military assistance under certain conditions? We have no reason to believe that the 

potential troublemakers of the world are about to abandon the use of aggressive force 

for the purposes of changing the world order to their advantage. There are too many 

discontented have-nots in the world for the ha~es to be left in peace. The Communist 

leaders have stated very clearly that they have their own solution to the problem of 

expansion by force in a world fearful of World War III. They see the same dangers as we 

and have concluded that both nuclear war and limited war are to be avoided because 

of their unpredictable consequences. On the other hand, they find in the technique of 

the 'War of Liberation" a form of force which is relatively cheap, not too dangerous, 

and which has the advantage of being disavowable by the clandestine participants. We 

of the Free World are left with the question of how to resist this kind of aggression 

if, indeed, democracies are not capable of using force in distant places because their 

people can not understand the need. 

One way to meet the problem is to develop ways and means of preventing the "War 

of Liberation" by anticipatory action, identifying in advance of attack the countries 

which are probable targets of subversive aggression.and attempting to strengthen them 

from within in order to eliminate the weaknesses which expose them to attack. 

This preventive approach has much to commend it but, unfortunately, in the present 

temper of our country, it runs counter the aversion for foreign aid in most of its forms. 

Even though the help extended to threatened nations is non-military in character, its 

proponents are vulnerable to the charge of hankering after the role of world policeman 
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which our Viet-Nam experience has brought into general disrepute and of preparing 

the way for new overseas adventures° 

If these obstables to effective preventive measures are insuperable, then 

we might next try to find somebody else to assumethe task of strengthening the new 

and vulnerable nations. Can we not associate ourselves with other advanced nations 

in some kind Qf international consortium to help the needy have-nots on some selective 

basis? Unfortunately, no such effective international body exists today willing or able 

to do the job and, indeed, we are in a period of general disillusionment with regard to 

the effectiveness of international bodies° We reproach the United Nations for not having 

helped us in Viet-Nam and are critical of the impotence of its agencies in keeping the 

peace or allaying distress. The fact seems to be that, if the United States is to be 

neither the world policeman who maintains the peace nor the prime benefactor of the have- 

nots, these tasks are likely to go undone with consequences difficult to foresee but in 

the long run certainly adverse to our national interests. 

So we are faced with a question of great importance to ourselves and to the world. 

Sobered and embittered by our Viet-Nam experience, how~are we to choose between two very 

unattractive alternatives? Shall we turn Qur backs on the problems of the emerging 

nations, raise the draw-bridges of Fortress America and look for security principally 

in our nuclear deterrent strength? Or shall we continue to venture into the outside 

world in the name of regional security, self-determination, resistance to aggression, 

the Truman Doctrine, the Marshall Pain and similar principles and programs which in the 

past decade have characterized our foreign policy? If we follow this latter course, will 

we of necessity encounter the same frustrations and suffer the same internal divisions as 

in the Viet-Nam war? 

Personally, I find it impossible to believe that the decision will be to retire 

into Fortress America. Even if it were attempted, the seclusion could not be long- 

lived in a world which is pressing in upon us more and more each year~ Nor do I believe 

that an outward-looklng posture toward world problems necessarily implies the danger of 
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a repetition of the experience of Viet-Nam. With the benefit of the lessons of this 

episode, it should be possible to display greater wisdom and foresight in identifying 

our true interests abroad and greater selectivity as to time, place, and cause for the 

commitment of our resources. To recognize our true interests will not be simple. We 

can not leave their determination to instinct, impulse, emotion or habit; we need to 

derive them from the logic of relevant experience and from sound estimates of the 

requirements of future policy. Then we need to make them comprehensible to our own people, 

bearing in mind the following words: 

"An essential part of any successful action on the part of the United States 
is an understanding on the part of the people of America of the character of the 
problem and the remedies to be applied. Political passiQn and prejudice should have 
no part. With foresight, and a willingness on the part of our people to face up to 
the vast responsibility which history hasclearly placed upon our country, the difficulties 
I have outlined can and will be overcome." 

Ladies and gentlemen, these are the words with which General Marshall closed 

his address at Harvard on June 5, 1947. It would be well for us to take counsel of 

them today. Thank you. 
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MR~ AGRONSKY: General Taylor, former Lieutenant General 

Gavin and former Ambassador Kennan both told the Foreign 

Relations Committee this week they feared if we continue 

our present policy in Vietnam we will find ourselves on a 

collision course with Communist China that could lead to 

a Uo S~ n Chinese war° 

Do you share that concern~ sir? 

GENERAL TAYLOR: I think one has to share a concern 

whenever military operations break out any place in the 

world~ I certainly do not feel nervous about the possibilities 

of escalation to general war with China. There are so many 

good reason why that should not occur° However, obviously, 

a prudent government would not rule out constant considera~. 

tion of that possibility. 

ANNOUNCER: Live, from CBS Washington, FACE THE NATION, 

a spontaneous and unrehearsed news interview with General 

Maxwell Do Taylor, Special Consultant to the President. 

General Taylor will be questioned by CBS News i~uit~ 

m 

House Cow.respondent Robert Pierpoint, Chalmers Roberts of 

the l~lashlngton Post~ CBS News Correspondent ~rtln AGronsky 

~ill load the questlonlng. 

We shall resume the interview with General Taylor in 

just a moment. 

MRo AGRONSKY: General Taylor, clearly many Us S. 
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experts on Far Eastern policy, both in and out of govern- 

ment, are considerably more concerned about the prospect 

of our being on a collision course with Communist China 

than you are° For example, a former U~ S. Assistant 

Secretary of State for Far Eastern Affairs, Mro Roger 

Hllsman said yesterday, "Unless fundmnental changes 

are made in Uo So conduct of the Vietnam War, the question 

of the U~ So war with China is not whether but when°" 

Do you feel that it is as inevitable as that~ sir? 

And if you don~t, ~,~hy don~t you? 

GENERAL TAYLOR: No, definitely not° 

to inevitability of anything in future history° It depends 

upon the judgment, the leadership, the intelligence, the 

courage of leaders in our country, and also in other 

countries of the world. 

I can recall a few years ago the statement of the 

inevitability of general nuclear war with the Soviet Union° 

Well, that is still not completely scratched off our list 

of concern~ but it's certainly much lower on the list than 

it was, say, ten years ago° 

I do not subscribe 
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~R. ROBERTS: General Taylor, is what you say, i. 

does what you say mean that the Goveri~r,,ent here is 

operating on the premise that unless the nature of 

our participation changes greatly the~.-e is no real 

danger of qettinq into war with China? 

GENERAL TAYLOR: Well, first, Mr. Roberts, I can- 

not speak as an authoritative representative o6 the 

Government. I am not in the Government. I am a private 

citizen. Dut I would say that as Ionq as I was concerned 

"~:'ith the making of policy and imDlementin q policy there 

~:~s a clear understandinq that we had a limited objective 

arld we were going to Droceed toward that objective 

[~.roqressively without runninq unnecessary risks. 

Now~ cur limited objective, the one that has been 

announced and proclaimed by three presidents -- Presi- 

dent Johnson has stated it many times -- that it is 

simply to allow ~outh Vietnam the opportunity to choose 

it ~ own government. And that means, of course, that 

Ha ~oi will cease its aggression aqainst the South. 

q'hat is a limited objective and we are using limited 

means to get there. 

'4R. PIE~POINT: General Ta zlo1", ~,~e had a limited 

objective in the war in Ko]:ea also, b1~t th~ Chinese 

Communists did not seem to understand that limited 

objective. We are now bombing North Vietnam as a part 
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of this limited objective in the South. At what 

point do you think that the Chinese Communists miqht 

come into war as they actually did in Korea? 

GENERAL TAYLOr: If I may go back to KoreaF I 

think our mistake p it %.;as a mistakes was to chanqe our 

objective in midstl-eam. Our original objective was simply 

tO repulse a North ~,<ol-ean invasion of ~outh I<orea. It was 

when we then decided to liberate all of i[orea $h~ %'Je cl%anged 

created the situation which we discussed. 

We are not changin,~ our objective in South Vietnam. 

~'~e have adhered to it .~ince 1954 and I hope we will 

continue to adhere to it to the end. l~01~th ~ii0t~ar, l k~o?~s 

exactly what we are doinq. Vhy we are bombinq. We 

have announced over and over again the three reasons 

why we started this program. 

~,~R. ROBERTS ~. C, eneral, cannot we lock at this in 

a little larger perspective7 You do not really mean 

to tell us that the war in Vietnam is somethinq only 

in the courtry call6d Vietna.m. Is not this ~-ar and 

have not a nu'Iber of administration officials said so, 

really part o~ a major American lon~-t,~rm policy to 

contain the p)wer of China in Asia ~ust as ~,Te have 

~.On~alnea %h~ military power of the Soviet Union in 

Europe ? 

GENERAL TAYLOR: I quite aqree that" there is more 
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involved than the local situation, although the local 

situation justified our, the contribution of our aid, 

our participation: and justifies o u r  continuation~ We 

are committed to :coaching th~s qoai of a free South 

Vietnam, but in .~o doing, in so doing must also defeat 

the intent of Hanoi-Peking to push the AT~erican influence 

out ~f Asia~ to dema(r~strate that the so-called v~,ar of 

liberation is the srrefire~ safe way to expand militant 

Communism in -the future° So there is a great deal at 

sta!~e in addition to the local situation. 
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MR. AGRONSKY: General Tay!or~ our present Assistant 

Secretary of State for Far Eastern Affairs, Fm. William 

Bundy, said yesterday that there can't be, as he put it, 

an effective deterrent military force unless a balance of 

power arcund China's frontiers ~yithout a major and direct 

military contribution by the United States. 

Is he not saying when he says this that U. S° policy 

is now co.~nltted to containing Communist China by foz~ce 

within her present frontiers in Asia? 

GENERAL TAYLOR: You would have to ask Mr~ Bundy to 

interpret that~ I, fzankly, would not be p?.~epared to do so 

today° 

~:fi~. AGRORSKY: Would you say that that ~;as our policy? 

GENERAL TAYLOR: No~ I would say that we a~e a leader 

of bhe western world, only one; but a leader of the western 

world~ dete1~mined to prevent the imposlt~.on of a Communism 

which is not wanted on the countries that are willing to 

help themselves~ That's what we are doing in South Vietnam° 

It is really as simple as that° 

!4R~ PIF~IPOINT.: General Taylor, th!~. limited objective 

in the South seems to have some confusing aspects to it o 

General Ky, in the Declaration of Honolulu, -- and you were 

at the Honolulu Conference -- said very flatly and firmly 

that what he was after was victory over the Viet Cong, and 

he refused any idea of negotiating with them, yet Pl~esident 



o2 

8 

Johnson has indicated that we would negotiate a settlement 

in the South° 

Do we have to have complete victory over the Viet Cong, 

or ~lll we negotiate a settlement? 

GENERAL TAYLOR: Well, i,t~. Pierpolnt, I ~ glad you 

l~alsed the word "vlctor.y," because it is very curious, as 

I read the comments on the situation in South Vietnam~ 

that in some quarters the ~;ord "victory" has acquired an 

evil connotation° It is somethin~ that one shouldn't 

strive for~ Well, I ho~e ~.~e a~e striving', for victory 

alongside of our allles~ but victory is just accomplishing 

~:hat we set out to do, to allo~c South Vietnam to choose 

its o~.rn government and have Hanoi cease the aggression° 

That's victory° It has nothing to do with a sumrender 

of all the Viet Cong, the destruction of all Viet Congo 

~.nd victory over the Viet Cong- does not imply an Appomattox 

or, ¥ox~kt own ~ 

~.~ PI,~qRPOINT: How long., in your oplnion~ ~yould 

that take,, and ho~,r many Uo S~ t~oops would it cost us? 

GENER~IL TAYLOP,: I have been asked that question so 

many times, I at least kno~.~ one thing, don~t try to ans~,~er 

it~ It can,t be answered~ The time that we wall here to 

expend is the time required to reach our obJectivej and 

it is not going to be sho..~t, But one cannot put a finite 

limit in evaluating it. 
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I~ AGRONSKY: 

any way changed in the past year? 

GENERAL TAYLC~: I would not° 

~R. AGRONSEY: You wouldn't? 

GEN---~AL TAYLOR: i would not~ 

since 195~ 

9 

Would you say that our objective has in 

It has not changed 



(4) 

i0 

,~N. AGRONSKY: General Taylor, when President 

Johnson ~,~as campaigning for election in August, 1964, 

he said that he had had advice to load our planes with 

bor,~bs, drop them on certain areas that he thought %'ould 

escalate the war and would result~ as he put it~ in "our 

committing a good many American boys to fiqhtinq the 

war that I think ~' --- I quote the President no~z -- 

"that I think ought to be fought by the boys of Asia 

to help ~)rohect their own land." 

Now, clearly there has been a change in the Presi- 

dent's policy from the time when he said that in 

Augustr '64, until today. We certainly could not have 

increased, sir~ the n~mbers of ~m~eric.an boys that we 

have no'<~,~ co~'flmitte.d to fight in Vietnam unless the 

President had changed his mind? 

GENERAL TAYLOR: No, sir. 

sistency in there~ I ~las sent to Saigon by President 

do not see any incon- 

Kennedy in 1961, in October, and in his directive to 

me it ,~,~as very clear that do noi forq'et that this is a 

Vietnamese war and we are only to do those things which 

the Vietnamese cannot do for thel'sel~es or cannot do 

in time° I t h~*" [.~,e are still loyal to that formula. 

The reason we have more men in Vietnam today than we 

had last year is that the threat has increased~ the 

requirement has increased° And in sF.,ite of the c~'reat 
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growth of the forces in South Vietnam they have not 

grown fast enough° Today there is almost 700s000 men 

under arms in South Vietnam. South Vietnam is the 

strongest military ally we have in the world in terms 

of forces in being today° The losses which they take 

are six to seven times the losses we take. So there is 

no question that this is still a Vietnamese waP~ ~"he 

trouble is in our reporting back in the United States 

we only hear the American side of it~ 

MR. ROBERTS: General: I would like to go back to 

this larger view of this war and the argument about 

cont~inment that is going on before the Senate Foreign 

Relations Committee in the past few days. 

Do you accept the idea that China can be contained 

in the same sense that we have had a policy of contain- 

ing the Soviet Union? 

GENERAL TAYLOR: The word "containment" I think 

means different things to different people. If it 

means frustrating China~s aggressions directed at the 

free world, I would say that we are certainly interested 

in SO frustrating their foreign policy. 

MR. ROBERT~: And do youview the war in Korea as 

having been an exercise in that policy? 

GENERAL TAYLOR: Going back to Korea, I would 

certainly say yes. But here again South Korea was 
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attacked by North Korea and the Chinese. 

vened and repulsed them. 

12 

And we inter- 

MR. ROBERTS: And do you view the present war in 

Vietnam as basically havin9 that objective? 

GENERAL TAYLOR: Well, the basic objective I have 

already stated. It is the people of South Vietnam who 

are -- their liberty, their freedom is our primary objec- 

tive. And in maintaining that objective we do -- 

MR. ROBEPTS~ That same thing was true in Korea 

with the people of South Korea but in a larger histor- 

ical sense it was the other pu]?p0se which 

dominated. 

GENERAL TAYLOR: It was applying the principle to 

which we have been loyal in many Darts of the world° 
0 

MR. AGRONS~Y: You cannot, obviously, as Mr. 

Roberts is indicating very clearly, regard the war 

that is being fought in So~[th Vietnam as being fought 

in a vacuum. All the other -- 

GENERAL TAYLOR: I quit~ agree and i do not think 

I have taken that position. I quite agree there are 

many overtones, very imDortant overtc.~. 

MRo AGRONSKY: Which are the overtones that Mr. 

Roberts raises and that many people in the country are 

concerned about, the possibility o~ committing ourselves 

by following these policies in Vietn6~ to a collision 
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course which could result in the conflict with Communist 

China. That is the concern and that is the overall thing 

that worries everybcdy in this country~ sir. 

GENERAL TAYLOR- I can understand their concern 

but I wonder if those who wo;cry would sugqest, then, 

that we shculd avoid any confrontation with any 

aggressive hostile power and allow the 9tees the uncom- 

r~aitted world to fall to their domina~-ion. 
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~.~o PIERPOINT: But, General Taylor~ isn't the 

aggressive hostile power that we are fighting actually 

made up mainly of South Vietnamese? 

GENERAL TAYLOR: In one sense of th~ word, yes. In 

another sense of the word, not at all, because while on 

a head count you will find most of the Viet Cong, or 

particularly the guerrillas, the ~!ocal t~es are South 

Vietnamese, the ones who really count, the hard core, 

even if they are South Vietnamese, they have been taken 

north and trained in the North and came back as foreign 

invaders~ 

MR. PIERPOINT: And as we escalate, aren't more and 

more of them coming in from the North? 

GENERAL TAYLOR: Yes, but they are pure ethnic North 

Vietnmnese confirming the foreign character, the support 

of the war° 

~o PIERPOINT: But then it seems to me we are going 

down a path in which the more we send in the more the 

North Vietnamese send in, and when it comes to a certain 

point it may mean Co~unlst China will also have to come ino 

GENERAL TAYLOR: Bear this in mind, gentlemen: there 

is a ceiling on the supportable forces that the Co~mmunists 

can put into South Vietnam and maintain in action~ 

~.~. PIERPOINT: W~at is that ceiling? 

GENERAL TAYLOR: i don~t know what the ceiling is~ but 
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there is one, Just as there was one in Korea~ Our air power 

has been belittled in its performance in Korea because it 

did not stop the war~ Well, it dldn~t stop the ~ar, but 

it put a ceiling on the waro There were at least a million 

more armed Chinese north of the Yalu ~yho never came into 

action because they could not be supported on that front 

under the pressure of our air power~ By the same token~ 

there is some ceiling on the strength that can be supported 

in the South, and it is fairly low~ I would suggest~ I think 

even today the fact that a Viet Cong or a North Vietnamese 

battalion only fights about one or two days a month is 

indicative of the fact that they can't support combat on 

an enlarged scale~ 

MR~ ROBERTS: Are you saying that North Vietnam could 

not then commit its entire army in the South? 

GENERAL TAYLOR: Not on the present basis, not on the 

present basis as a clandestine organization with a clandestine 

llne of supply, with a distribution by porter, as it is today~ 

~o ROBERTS: You mean tl~ey co[~d If they c~o~ed the~ 

border in an overt formalized conventional war ~- 

GENERAL TAYLOR: If they came down the coast in a formal 

attack across the demarcation liner I would think SOo 

MRo ROBERTS: We would llke to have them try Itj wouldn't 

~ye? 

GENERAL TAYLOR: I am not a hawk, in that sense, 
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Mr~ Roberts° I don~t '~;ant to see an enla]~gement of this 

war in any form~ %,~at we are trying to do is to convince 

Hanoi that they are on a losing gambit, They better change it ~, 

And I think that we can do that° 

I~o AGRONSKY: General, you have saic'] t1~at the South 

Vietn~nese now have 700~000 men committed, that is South 

Vietna~,qese troops° You have said that you could see a 

ceili~ as far as the enemy is concerned° Is there a 

ceiling, as far as we a~e concerned? At ~,¢hat point do :,~e 

sto~ putting troops in? 

G~ER~-qL TAYLOR: We!l, fortur~ately~ :!.n spite of what 

is said about South Vietn~ as beir~ the ~,~rong place tc 

have a ~,¢ar -- and in a certain sense I would agree that no 

place is the right place to have a war -- i would say the 

logictic problems ame comparatively simple, from our point 

of vie~, because we have access by air and sea to the entire 

country., of all Southeast Asia° 

f~om a logistic point of view° 

It is the most supportable, 

And with ou! ~ great resources 

I would say we can _1.ay a logistic base thence in time for 

a]~!.~ost any force we wanted~ I am not suggestlng that we 

are going to any of these astronomical figures that have 

been ment!oned~ but ce~tainly we have the capability° 

?~o ROB~TS~ Wou~td you say the fact that we have 

200,000 men on the ground in South Vietnam today and no 

more ~.s strictly a logistical.,, due to the .loglscicaJ." 



limitations? 

GENER~.T. TAYLOR: I would say that we couldntt~ for 

eo~mple, today absorb many more than we have~ As more 

troops are brou~%t in~ the logistic base will have to be 

expanded before their ar~Iv.al~ 

17 



18 

MEn PIERPOINT: General Taylor, what do you think about 

the suggestion, for instance, that was made today by Senator 

Ribicoff that has been made by several others that we take the 

whole issue of Vietnam to the Geneva Conference and include at 

the Geneva Conference representatives of the Viet Cong who, 

after all, do control a fair amount of people in the South? 

GENERf~ TAYLOR: I only saw the headlines of the Senator's 

statements so I have not had a chance to discuss ito Our 

President has said he is ready to talk peace in South Vietnam 

in any fern where honorable men come to th,~ table with a 

sincere effort to find a solution. ~.~ether this is practical[ 

or not as a political measure3 I just do not know. 

~o PI~RPOI~: Do you think that he would be willing 

now to sit down at the table with the Viet Cong? 

GENERAL TAYLOR: I an not p~epared to interpret for the 

State Department or for the White House, but we have said 

ovem and over again that we see no reason why the legit~nate 

interests of the Viet Cong could not be represented in some way~ 

MR. ROBF~TS: General, I would like to go back to 

that logistical question a mmnent~ You said that our 

present situation limited our ability to put troops in 

to about what we put in, but we are putting in a 

tremendous additional logistical capability which is 
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being interpreted in Congress and downtown as allow- 

ing us to get as many as 400,000 troops there by the 

end of this year, is that correct? 

GENERAL TAYLOR: 

press, yes. 

MR. ROBERTS: 

That figure has been used in the 

And is it not likely we are going 

to end up with 400,000 maybe by the end of the year? 

GENERAL TAYLOR o. I ~ould not say 400,000. I would s8.2" 

mol-e than 200~:000, I am not sure whei~e thc ceiling ~.iIIi be, 

MR. ROBERTS : A lot more. 

GEk'EP~XL TAYLOR: Well, some more~ but going back to your 

~baslc question~ and I~en ass~t~e you this I z one of ~eneral Uest o. 

moreland ts tas!~s which he discharges o As a professional 

he will see that the logistic base is ample for the troops 

aS they arrive~ He must be doing that° 

MR. ROBERTS: So that it is really as the Mansfield 

re-port said an open end war as of today? 

GENERAL TAYLOR: I like that term "open end war". 

}!o~ • is yeur life~ ~r. Roberts? I would say you have an 

open ended life. My business is open ended in the sense 

that it is an evolving thing. The only time you have a 

really closed end so far as I know is when you are very 

dead. 

MR. AGRONSKY: What does that mean, General? I do 

not understand. 
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GENERAL TAYLOR- That the suqqestion that any enter- 

prise of importance is a clesed end af~fair that you krtow 

it will come out in a certain way at a certain point of 

time~ it just doezn~'t turn out that way in life as I see 

it. And only vJhen ~,,Te are dead and cease to evolve, then 

we are closed ende,]~ closed i.n. 

~.~o AGnO~JSKY. But, Genera]., if you provide an end, 

that is a ceiling to the possible particiioati.cn of the 

enemv in th~.s ,~.~ar,. why then is there not a ceiling on 

the partic:TL~:)ation o f  ourselves J.n thi:~: war? 

G~[$ERAL TAYI,OR~ ~,~ell~ the ceiling I referred to 

is one ~.Je impose on the enemy and puts him at a serious 

disadxzentageo That's the ceiling, of the supportability 

of ]]is loqistic system and the effect of our bombing on 

his i.i~es of" co~,.m,,unic{~tion, ~.,;hich makes it impossible 

for him to go beyond a certain poinL. What we are trying 

to do is SJ.F:~D].]z break the back o:f his resistance in the 

South so that the people in II[onoi. see clearly they have 

no chance of a ~il'.[.tary victory. That is our objective. 

Whenexrei- that comes t everythiDq comes to a happy ending. 

The ceiling in a sense is the will of the enemy in Hanoi. 

MP., AGRONSKY: And how can. one dete.-cnine the will 

of the enemy when along the frontier of North Vietnam 

sits an enormous power that may not acc6;pt our ceiling 

and it may wish to bolster the enemy? 
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GENERAL TAYLOR: You are raising the question of 

the possible intervention of China, ! see ~. 

MR o AGRONS[<Y: Yes ~ sir. 

GENERAL TAYLOr: Well, it is certainly not impossible 

that the Chinese would come in ho this, but there are ~o 

many good reasons why they should not ~.~ant to come into 

it. One is that Hanoi itself, the Government in iIanoi 

cel'tainly does not want armed Chinese in North Vie tnan~, It 

a fact o-~ history that the Chinese have been the hated~ 

distrusted enemy of all Vietnamese th):'oughout the 

centuries. An4 the idea of IIo Chi Minh invitin.q in 

large numbers of combat fo.-,.-ces is not impossible, but 

it certainly would be a decision he would take very 

reluctantly~. And why the Chinese~ who must be enjoying 

this ~zar by proxy and fighting to the last No~th Vietnamese~ 

~:lh 2- d~eywant to come in, I frankly cannot see° 

MR. AGRONS!C(: General~ there are many more things 

~.:~,e would like to ask you and we will resume the question- 

ing in a moment, sir. 
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i~ AGRONS,TZ: General~ do you thin/( that we have any 

indication frcm our Interp~.~etatlon of what they think in 

~noi that the enemy accepts this as a limited ~,~ar~ as ~e do? 

GENERAL TA_VLOR: i ,;.Touldn't l~ow quite how to ans~,~er 

that question, r4r~ Agronsky, First~ we certainly don~'t l~now 

much about the leadership in Hanolo We don't know ~'hat goes 

on ~n~ide of those Asian heads, I ~.:~ish ~'e did. I a~u quite 

sure, however~ that all,they are governed, as all men are 

~overned, by their inte).op_~etation of their national interests, 

And I have always had the feeling that when we present a 

situation which clearly indicates that a continuation of 

their. ~ policy and aggression in South Vietnam certainly is 

failing, that they will change their behavior, 

~,~, ROBk~TS: General, I would like to ask ~Tou in 

relation to the answer about the war of national liberation 

which all the Communist countries is the te3.~m they use for 

this war,, 

No~, the~,e is a ~.ifference in argth.~ent about these wars 

~n.'.','~Z the~ especially ~non~; the Russians and the Chlnese,~ 

}Io:.,; important do you think it is, from the ~nerlcan Interes'c 

in wo~,ldwide sense~ to demonstrate that this wal ~ of national 

llbel-at!on~ as they call it, won,t work? 

GENERAL TAYLOR: Well~ I think that it is very important 

if only because of the obvious ~n~portance which they attach 
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to Ito Their leadership, both Russian and Chinese, and 

Vietnamese~ have asserted the outcome in South Vietnam will 

prove the efficacy of the war of llberatlon~ Having been 

proved there~ then it will be applied in the developing 

countries of Latin .~nerlca, of Africa, and of Asia. 

General Gyap the Commander and Chief of the forces 

in ~nol, said !f the American effort, the American imperialist 

effort in South Vietnam can be defeated there, it can be 

defeated anywhere. So it is perfectly clear to me that they 

think it is importaut, and hence we must take it very 

seriously° 

~o ROBERTS: Well, doesn't that mean then that thls 

is really the stake in this klnd of a war for the United 

States, and that the u~qappy fact is that the people !n 

South Vietnam Just happen to be the locale of this test of 

~l].ls between major powers? 

GE~!ERAL TAYLOR: if you sa~e trying to make them into 

the role of a puppet~ being the toy in a g~e between the 

great powers~ I don~t agree, for the moment. We went in 

there with a sincere, htumanitarlan interest in fifteen 

million people~ We still have that dee~ sl~ce~ huma~!~arlan 

interest° It !s quite true there are very important issues 

now blended wlth that, but I would never glve up the point 

that the basic reason we are there Is our concern for these 

fifteen million peop!e~ 
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MR~ PIERPOINT: General Taylor, we have just a few 

moments~ I would like to ask you a question that appeared 

in today's news, that is, that you were being considered 

by the President to head the Central Intelligence Agency, 

to replace Admiral Raborn~ 

Is that true? 

GENERAL TAYLOR: I have absolutely no knowledge of any 

such proposition° 

~ AGRONSKY: Gentlemen, I am sorry, our time is upo 

Thank you very much, General Taylor, for being here on 

FACE T~ NATION° 

Now, I would like to remind our listeners that later 

this afternoon~ at four-thirty p.m~ Eastern Standard Time, 

CBS News will present a special program: Vietnam Perspective 

.~ Congress After Honolulu; and with members of the Uo So 

Senate participating. 

CBS News National Correspondent Eric Severeid is the 

moderator° 

And a word about next week's guest on FACE THE NATION 

in a moment 

Today, on FACE THE NATION~ General Naxw~ell Taylor, 

Special Consultant to the Presldent~ was interviewed by 

CBS News %.~Ite House Correspondent Robert Pierpoint, 

~na3mlers Roberts of the Washington Post° CBS News 
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Correspondent Martin Agrons~j led the questioning. 

Next ~.~eek~ Senatoz ~ George Aiken, Republic~n of Vermont.. 

will FACE THE NATION. 



October 11, 1965 

Dear President Semanss 

I am ~ost appreolatlve of  your kind letter of October 4 ccm- 
mentir~ upon the events attendlr~ my visit to Foothill Col~ege. 
I can assure you that ~ ~de~tand perfectly the situation ~ich 
arose and the complete absence of involvement of repre~entatlvee 
of Foo th i l l  College.  I f e l t  t h a t  the audience which I addressed 
~ae most f r i e n d l y  and provided me with a sympathetic forum fo r  
the discussion of our policies in Southeast Asia. 

I am sure that the action of the intruders was far more 
embarrassin~ %o you than to me. Every community has problems 
such as this one whieh we Amerieans all understand. The only 
ground for real regret is the effect of these demonstrations 
abrOad where t h e y  are  not understood and a r e  o f t en  mi s in t e rp r e t ed .  

Let me take  advantage of t h i s  opportuni ty  to  thal~k you for  the 
courtesies and attention afforded me by representatives of Foothill 
College. Apart from the episodes w8 have mentioned, my recolleCtiOn 
of my visit to Foothill College will be most pleasant. Y on3y re- 
gretted t h a t  I did no% have the oppor tuni ty  to see the e n t i r e  campus 

by day l igh t .  

In appreciation of your writing, 

Slncerely, 

~ x ~ e l l  D. Taylor  

Dr. H. H. Semarmj 
Acting President, 

Foothill College 
~ 5  E1 ~onte Road, 

Los Altos Hills, California. 
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i ~ ~ ' /  October 4, 1965 

General Maxwell Taylor 

c/o State Department 

Room 7 428 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear General Taylor: 

My sincere apologies for the unfortunate incidents which surrounded 

the question and answer period after your very fine objective and 

analytical lecture on Viet Nam. Your fielding of the legitimate 

questions in the question period was superb. 

In retrospect, I am sure you will agree that the audience, including at 

least l, 000 Foothill students, was in full support of you and your point 

of view. May I say that, as far as we have been able to determine, no 

Foothill students were involved in either the picketing or the demonstra- 

tion at the end of the lecture. 

The pickets in front were a group from Stanford which the Dean of 
Students had warned us would come, and they represented the "Stanford 

Anti-Viet Nam Committee. 't This is apparently a non-violent group. 
The student who tried to speak represents a splinter off of this group 

and they believe in more aggressive tactics. Their placards were 

concealed when they entered the gymnasium. 

A third group called "Individuals for Non-Violent Revolution" came 

from San Jose. We also understand there was a group whom we have 

not identified by name that came from Berkeley. 

Foothill College has never had such a disturbance on the part of the 

audience, even though we have previously presented controversial issues. 

Dr. Roth, who is a Lieutenant Colonel in Army Intelligence Reserve (Retired) 

was given a copy of the splinter group's two plans of action just before you 
and he walked on the platform. He chose what he thought was a course of 

action which would prevent disturbance and any personal embarrassment 

to you. The College made a mistake in departing from its format of 
allowing no statements and only questions during the question and answer 
period. You will recall that as soon as Dr. Roth saw the nature of the 

student's statement he immediately cut him off. 
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G e n e r a l  Tay lo r  
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October 4, 1965 

Although we have not as yet pin-pointed the identity of the person who 

threw the poster paint, we are certain it was intended for the demonstrators, 

rather than for you and Dr. Roth. This paint is water soluble and if you 

will indicate to us the amount of the damages, we shall be glad to reimburse 

you. 

We thought we had covered all contingencies, and would welcome your 

personal suggestions on how to protect the speaker and the College from 

the type of undisciplined protest from outside groups which you unfortunately 

experienced. 

May I add my personal admiration for you and your willingness to present 

a much-needed report so that confusion in the minds of a large number of 

citizens can be dispelled and so that a few unintellectual and immature 

dissidents are not allowed to represent the views of an informed general 

public. 

Sincerely, 

t-I. H° S e m a n s  
Act ing  P r e s i d e n t  

l e a  



COLONEL ALLISON MILLER, RETIRED 

1 2 1 4 0  T I P T O E  LA.%"E 

L O ~  A L T O ~ .  C A L I F O R N I A  9 4 0 - 0 2  

October 2, 1965 

Dr. Calvin C. Fl int ,  President 
Foothil l  College 
1 ~  E1 ~onte Road 
Los altos ~ i l l s ,  Calif.  

/ 

Dear Doctor F l ~ t s  

Recently i t  was my pleasure to  hear Dr. Sea~an ~nen 
he talked to  a g~c~p at the Cat, ha Hotel, ~e assured us tha~ 
F o o t h i l l  maintained pr~pe~ d isc ip l ine  and Was not a s ~  edit ion 
Of Berkeley. The excollon~ opinion of ¥ooth~ll  Col lege zesui~5.ng 
was cempletely d~etroy~d last evening at the Lecture given by 
~eneral Maxwell ~ Taylor .  The treatment given ~eneral Taylor 
was disgraoeful. 

Professor lrvin H. Roth. the ~ed~rator. was dlree t ly  
responsible ~or the insults to the distinguished speaker and 
proved hi.self totally Inc~tent to represent the Colle~e be- 
fore the public.  The ta lk  ~as b i l l e d  as a Lecture ~ith a ques- 
t ion  period. In spite  of t h i s ,  P~ofesser ~ h  t u r ~ d  %he rost~m 
over to  a ~e~beF of a p~.ck~.~ing ~jeoup who proceeded ~o ~n.~alt 
~eneral Taylor in a 1 ~ 1 o ~  t irade whioh was only ter~i~ated by 
the noisy objection ef the audience. 

The handling of the lecture WU inpreper and ,obJee- 
t ionable in oth@r ways. Pickets ~re allo~ed to  parade so elose 
to  the entrances of the building as to  block the entrances and 
i n e o n v ~ n i e ~  the people attending. Tickets.  i t  was said, ~ r e  
1,eq~1~a~i b~ ~ire regulations to prevent ov~s~,,Cro'ad~ng the build* 
ing; ho~ver ,  pickets  without t iokets  with their placards were 

resentat lves  of the ~ i ~  d~part~nt  . e re  pre~n~  an~ ~ ~  a 
these v1~latlons of regulatlons.  The ~odeeator ~ook no a.~1on 
to  preVer~ th~s disruption of the  pr~oeedings. In fac t ,  he a ~ e a r -  
ed to  eneourage them, 

Viewing the ptekots,  per~Atted to di.srtipt t1~e Leeture, 
leads me %o believe that even the Sanitary Code was v~eiated by 
the i r  admlssiOn, As a taxpayer being eharged to  support Football 
College, X am revolted by the ent lre  proceeding. 

1 

t 

~- 

t 

. . . .  a . . . . . .  D . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
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~ Calvin C. Flint, Pre~_dent . 2 -  Oetoher ~, :I~65 

~acb person a t t e n ~  was rlven a p~)grm stz~Ing i 
-a 1ong-standi~ F o o t h ~  Colle Polloy of makln~ f a e l l l t i ,  ss 
avail~]kle to  'Croups vlsbi~g to present dlssentlng opi~onB" and 
lis'~tr, g a l e t t i s h  progl.aa f o r  O~tohsr 23rd. In  spite  0t' thins, 
Professor ~oth ~ l t b e r ~ l Y  al~a~ged tO v io la te  the pol icy  of 
the Collese.  ~11~ed the ~ s u l t ~  of a d i s t i n ~ . h e d  ~ n t l , ~ ,  
and proved h~Sm~s~Ive inccerpe~nce %o pubXic~y represer/t Foothill 
Col le~,  I s n ~ e . t  you take h ~  to  the w~sh~.. I f  t h i s  ~.e not 
c ~ o n ~ n t  ~ h  ~eade~c ~ r e e 8 ~ .  then at l eaet  prevent h ~  f ~  
future o ~ r t u n ~ e s  to  d ~ r : ~  ~ooth~l~ ~ ,  le~e b e f o ~  th~ 
publie.  . . . . . .  ~ ' 

• . ! .  , "  . . 

departs#hi v i ~ t  elaeSroO~e to  oheck on t~str~ct~on. I wou~d. 
~ r o r ~ .  ~ t  ~ r ~ r ~ n t  a s ~ ~ t  of a ~oa~o~ f o r ~ ' .  
~iRoth's classes. The smell of leftist ideolOgY is too stag to 

AM,~ 

ee Geno Max~ll D. Taylor 

Y(PaI'! tra~y. 

I 

! 
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~000 Massachusetts Avenu~b N. W. 
A~~% 1630 

Washir~tou, D.C. eO01~ 
Xanua~ 5, 1966 

Dear Mr. ?e~'laeher: 

Under separate cover I sm returning the tape of General Max~ll 
Taylor's address a~ Foo%hill Coile~e. ~nfor~u~atel7, we have not been 
able to transcribe the ~pe because of our llmlte~ eecretaA~al staff 
and the prezs of-r~cent events. 

I~ ~_,_~d be ~l~eolal;ed if yOU ~ p~ovide a oo]~sr of the tranecrlp% 
SO that Oen~el ~ylOZ" may edit his ~ k s .  

S~cere~v, 

~ames T. Root 
Lt Col, USA 
Executive Officer 

Mr. Ervin L. Harlaehar 
Di~eotor, Oom~unlt> Servioe~ 

¥oo%hiLl College 
L~3~ El Monte Roa~ 

Los Aitol Hill~, ~llfornia 



Fxecu~ive Office ~uilding, 
• Room 300, 

Washington:, D. C., 
December 28, 1965. 

Dear Mr. Harlacher: 
, n ur letter o f  December 9 t o  Miss ~ , r i ' ~ . . ,  

I have Just come upo yo '  - - ~--~ ̂ -, o =~eeeh al; Foothill Col, ii~ 
Army ooncern ing  the  ~ape o f  ueneraA . ~ .  - - r  ....... 

l e g e .  

Please  a c c e p t  ou r  apology f o r  the  d e l a y  in r e t u r u i n ~  t h e  t a p e .  
Miss Army was hospitalized f o r  emerSencY surgery and, in the result- 
ing confus ion ,  t h i s  m a t t e r  was over looked .  ~e a re  t r a n s c r i b i n g  the  

. . . . . . .  t h i s  i s  complete .  
t ape  and w i l l  r e t ~ n  them t o  you as  soon as  

£incerelY, 

James T. Roo% 
Lt. Col., U~A 

Fxecu%ive Officer 

Mr. E r r t n  L ~ r l a c h e r ,  
D i r e c t o r ,  ~ t t y  ~%z~loe, ,  

F o o t h i l l  C o l l e g e ,  
12345 El Monte Road, 

Los Al%os Hills, California. 
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December 9, 1965 

Miss Marilyn Army 
Secretary to General Maxwell Taylor 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Miss Army: 

In mid-October we mailed you a tape of General Maxwell Taylor's 
speech at Foothill College on October i) as per the General's 
request. It was our understanding that the General wanted an 
opportunity to listen to the tape before it was used in our 

/instructional program and as part of the programming of our 
educatjional FM radio station, KFJC. 

As you can well imagine we have received numerous requests from 
,the community as well as the campus to hear the tape of the 
General's lecture; however, to date it has not been returned to 
us. We would appreciate whatever assistance you can provide in 
expediting the return of the tape to the college. 

I shall look forward to hearing from you. 

ELH/sc 

/ ommunl~:y~-bervices 



R E P R E S E N T I N G  

H A R R Y  W A L K E R  Inc. DISTIHGUISHED PLATFORM PERSONALITIES 

I 0 0  BOYLSTON STREET, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02116 - AREA CODE 617 - HANCOCK 6-2334 

O c t o b e r  4, 1965 

General Maxwell D. Taylor 
Executive Office Building of the White House 

Suite #300 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear General Taylor: 

I receiv ed the enclosed wire from Foothill College in answer to my wire 
and l thought you might like to read it. If there is anything else that I can 

do, please let me know. 

In reference to my letter on Friday, I spoke to Mr. F. Reed Dickerson 
of Indiana University, Bloomington, Indiana, who phoned me today confirming 
the fact that he definitely would like to have you on Friday, February 25, 1966 
at $2500. I told him that I would take this matter up with you and that I would 

let him know shortly. 

I q u e s t i o n e d  h i m  c a r e f u l l y  abou t  the  m a k e - u p  of h i s  a u d i e n c e ,  e t c . ,  and  he  
assured me that during the last year, they had two controversial speakers: 
United States Senator Wil!~an! Fulbright and William Buckleyo He said that 
both programs went very smoothly and that he has never experienced an 

unruly audience at his university. 

I n a t u r a l l y  hope  that  you w i l l  f ind i t  p o s s i b l e  to a c c e p t  t h i s  da te .  

Cordially yours, 

H a r r y  W a l k e r  

peb  
e n c l o s u r e  

SERVING HUNDREDS OF SATISFIED CLIENTS FROM COAST TO COAST 
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. . . .  " ' l '  B A n a C " : ~ r ~ F Y ~ ' E "  " ' ' " '  - ,  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ' %,,' %# l - - r  '..-,. 
, :  . . . .  ' . :  ; ! . :  i . - : " . . . . .  - . , .  

0 PKA2~? PD4 EXTRA=TDPK LOS ALTOS HILLS CALI~50--, # ~ =  

HARRY WALKER 

100 BOYLSTON ST BSN= . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

:INDEED WE DID ASSURE YOU OF NO REPEAT OF F HE S - A N - - - -  

FR ANC ! SCO D E M O ~ N S T R A T T 0 i £ - 9  T r : I ' ~ 'RE"  "~;,~,~' NOI~E~'  p " i ' ~ ~ T i H G  ( W H  i ( :H 

WE COULD NOT LEGALLY BAN} ALL PRECUATIONS WERE TAKEN TO ~ 

ENSURE THE GENERALS SECURITY THE SMALL DEMOgSTRATiON . . . . . . . .  

WHICH DID OCCUR INSIDE THE GYM ~'w'AS UNEXPECTED AND WAS " 

HANDLED IN THE BEST POSSIBLE MANNER UNDER'THECtRCUMSTANCES 

WE ARE NOT HAPPY W ITH THE EVENTS BUT WE ARE CONFIDEF~IT~" 



• * . .... , ,~-,,~-.:.~,~--.~r.r~-. ....... .-., -~.:=~F~'~,'r,~.=~:! .#W~:-'.:~;~.i " ., ,-:-~.- <1..~;~7:.3:7..~. .~J .', ; --" : j'7.';.:~ :, 
• ,:: =#.Z'~-"" ~ :" "~ : ~' "f "" ~'r~-:? ~~=~'~ -; i '~- 'T "'~ .... 7~ "~".~ ~F~'~ ~1*-~,~.T:.~:~`~`~9,~.y-`~.~-~::~r~`~.~~!~"~..~>`~:~-~ ~ ' ~ : ~  

 VF ,qTERN U N I O N  fo 1 .i4.-, ~ ' ' L=Oay Letter 
I .'('his is a last message | ~ ~ ~ ~ ' ~  "~'~ . . . .  ' "" ::f:'" ...... I NL=Night Letter | 
I ~ , I ~ ,  ~,~ a a ' ~ , , ~ d  ~ h ~ .  I ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ - s ~ r  I . . . . . .  ° . . . . . . . . .  _ I 

I ro er s moo,,~"-  __ . ~ .  a~.~ ,= , .= , ,= .~  v a = . ~ . , , .  A , = . - - -  ~ "  1 - '  ~Lett4"~'~elegram.~l 
k P  P ¥ ~ l  W.P. MARSHALL.. I'I~,SI=INlt _~r" e~f~T /1 p~,'~ ~ V J 

. . . . . .  ~., . . . . 
T h e  filing" t ime sh'o~n in the"~'ate | h e  on (]0mest!;  te!e~tams ,s L O C A l  T I M E  at point  o f  o r ion .  T ,  m e  oF rece, p ~ i ~ ) C ~ [ M E  at point  o f  dest,nat,on . .  . 

,WE ACTED 

[YOU 

THAN 

" CUM~UNITY SERVICES 

l 

IN THE BEST INTEREST OF ALL PART IE~i ..... I:~.C.L.U.~!!~ ...... I .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

AND THE GENERAL IF YOU WISH FURTHER INFOR!~ATION OTHER " 
............................................................................................. ~ . . . . . . .  " - - ' J Z ~ : J ~  ......... 

THAT CARRIED IN THE PRESS PLEASE CALL M E Z =  

DR E L HARLACHER DIRECTOR OF 

FOOTHILL COLLEGE--= 

=617-426-8334= 



! n c ) c ) T I - I  T T 
1 2 3 4 5  E L  M O N T E  R O A D  • 

, '1", C ~ C ) T  , T  ,'1~,, e . ~  " 

Los ALTOS H,LLS. CAL,FORN,A ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

T E L E P H O N E  9 4 8 - 8 5 9 0  

October 21, 1965 

General Maxwell Taylor 
White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear General: 

We thought you would like the picture on the last 

page of our Foothill Sentinel Special. We like it~ 

GRM: jd 

Enclosure 

Sincerely yours, 

GIBB R° NADSEN 
Dean o f  S t u d e n t s  
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WA085 PD 
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TDL SA NTA 

!~9~5 OCT i i  F~,1 9 20 

MARIA CALIFOOT 2 44~A PbT 

(3EN MA×WELL TAYLOR 

THE WHITE ROU~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

FAIRMONT HOTEL AND FOOTH~Lfi ~~OttE'~~ ~'TO~"~E~"eONg~.Y MY 

. . . . .  : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  i . . . .  

R G FOSTER. 
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WA DB5 PD 

TDL ,~ANTA MARIA CALIF O~T+2 44BA PDT 

+GEN MAXWELL TAYLOR 

THE WHtT  

AN ~HOCKED TO RP.AD TREAT~E~~ ~EkIERAL MAXWELL TAYLOR AT 
p ..-  • -+  

FAIRMONT +HOTEL AND ~OOTI~Lt"z~tt~(~ STO~: ~A~']~ O0~V~Y ~iY 
i '~+" ! ?. +'" 

APOLOGIES AND BEST REGARD$+TO":A"~REAT MAN 
: . . . _  . . . . . .  . 

R g FO~'I~R. ' +  

1 
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October lip 1965 

Dear Mr. Mansfieldt 

I am very g r a t e f u l  to  you f o r  your l e t t e r  of  October 4 com- 
menting upon the  inc iden t s  su~ounding  my v i s i t  to  Footht~.~ College 
on October 1.  Z understand the causes of  these  demonstrat ions which 
I am sure were more  painful to the local citizens than to  the visit- 
ing speaker. ~e all have similar probl~ns such as the~e in ~ of 
o u r  American communities. 

Thankin~ you fo r  your thou~,htfulness in  ~ r i t i n ~  me, 

S ince re ly ,  

~ e l l  D. Taylor  

Hr. John P. Mansfield,  
776 Univers i ty  Avenue, 

Pale Al to ,  C a l i f o r n i a .  



- - f  

J O H N  P .  M A N S F I E L D  
P A L O  A L T O  

C A L I F O R N I A  

O c t o b e r  4, 1965  

D e a r  G e n e r a l  M a x w e l l  T a y l o r :  

F r i d a y  n i g h t ,  O c t o b e r  1 s t ,  I 9 6 5 ,  I w a s  a t  F o o t -  
h i l l  C o l l e g e  w h e n  y o u  g a v e  a v e r y  c l e a r  p i c t u r e  of  o u r  V i e t n a m  
s i t u a t i o n .  

P l e a s e  l e t  m e  a p o l o g i z e  f o r  t he  a c t i o n s  o f  a f e w  
m e m b e r s  ( t oo  m a n y )  of  , , o u r  G r e a t  U n w a s h e d  S o c i e t y "  J u n i o r  
G r a d e .  

I a m  a l s o  a s h a m e d  to l e a r n  t h a t  c o l l e g e  k i d s  
h a v e  s u c h  g u t l e s s ,  j e l l y - l i v e r e d  a n d  w i s h y - w a s h y  l e a d e r s h i p  f r o m  
t h e i r  f a c u l t y  m e m b e r s  a s  d i s p l a y e d  b y  the  m o d e r a t o r ,  I r v i n g  M. 
R o t h ,  S o c i a l  S c i e n c e s  D i v i s i o n ,  F o o t h i l l  C o l l e g e .  I k n o w  t h e r e  
a r e  s t u d e n t s  d e s i r o u s  of t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  a c o l l e g e  e d u c a t i o n ,  
w h o  w o u l d  b e  w i l l i n g ,  a n d  g l a d ,  to  a b i d e  b y  p r e s e n t  r u l e s  as  
w e l l  a s  r e g u l a t i o n s .  

It  is  d o w n r i g h t  d i s t r e s s i n g  to  a l s o  l e a r n  t h a t ,  a s  
a c i t i z e n  a n d  t a x p a y e r ,  I h a v e  p r o v i d e d  s o m e  of  t he  t a x  d o l l a r s  t h a t  
m a k e  i t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h e s e  j u n i o r  a n d  s e n i o r  " K o o k s " t 0  r 0 m p  
a r o u n d  in  C o u n t r y  C l u b  s u r r o u n d i n g s .  M e a n w h i l e ,  l o y a l  d e d i c a t e d  
p e o p l e ,  s u c h  a s  y o u r s e l f ,  g i v e  t h e i r  e n t i r e  l i v e s  to  m a k e  a b e t t e r  
c o u n t r y  in  w h i c h  to  l i v e  a n d  to  p r e s e r v e  t h e  t y p e  of  F r e e d o m  t h a t  
p r o t e c t s  a c i t i z e n  - -  e v e n  i f  he  e l e c t s  to  a c t  l i k e  a j a c k a s s .  

p r o u d  of  y o u ,  
a g e n t l e m a n !  

I a m  one  of  t h e  m a n y  m i l l i o n s  of  A m e r i c a n s  w h o  a r e  
G e n e r a l  T a y l o r ,  a s  a d i p l o m a t ,  a s  a s o l d i e r ,  a n d  a s  

S i n c e  r e l y ,  

o h n  P .  M a n s f i e l ~  
76 U n i v e r s i t y  A ~ n u e  
a l o  A l t o ,  C a l i f o r n i a  

I . [ t i i  i I I I 



Octot~r 12~ 1 ! ~  

Dear I~ .  Kx~ber, 

I app~selated vex7 much ge t t l ng  your l e t t e r  of Oe~ber  3 

eommentl~g upon ~b~ i~c iden t s  su r~und lng  my v l e l t  t o  F o o t h i l l  

C o l l e ~  i n  Cal i~orn ia .  Zou~" kind Words are,. most er~o~eaEtng 

to  me and I am ~ r y  ~ea~eful to you fo~ them. 

Simm~ly yourSj 

- - - - ~  - ~ .TAYLOR 

lzsx~ml~ D. TAylor 

~e.  l~ean~ts O. ~rsbmr~ 
1~09 Lenox Averme, 

Ut£oa, New Tork. 



y . ~ ,, 

~ ~_, ~ ~z~_~~. . , .~_~ 
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October $, 196!; 

J .  . 

Dear Helen= 

Mar~ thanks for your cordial note. I was glad %0 :~eeeive 
%he reaetion of an iapartial bystander %0 %he doings of my "pink" 
admirers. 

I appreciated very much your kind words of encouragement. 

Wl%h warm r ega r ds  t o  you and your  f a m i l y ,  

Sincerely,  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , . . . . . . . . .  Max~ll D. T ~ l o r  

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH UNITED STATES A R / ~ Y ~  
PRESIDIO OF SAN FRANCISCO', CALIFORNIA 

MEMORANDUM= 

. . . .  3!  D_c_tob¢ ~ . . . . . .  )9 _6.5_ 

SECRETARY GENERAL STAFF 
PROTOCOL BUREAU 

G e n e r a l  M a x w e l l  D. T a y l o r  
Exe  c u t i v e  0 ffi  c e BUi id ing  - 
The Whi te  House  
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D. G. 

S i r ,  th is  c a r d  was  found in the M i l i t a r y  
r e c e n t  v i s i t  to San  F r a n c i s c o .  s e d a n  a s s i g n e d  to zy~ou d u r i n g  y o u r  

ARBARA ~ / M  cNAUL - 
M a j o r ,  C~ 
P r o t o c o l  B u r e a u  
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October 6, 1 ~  

Dear Mayor Thurber: 

Yeu are  mos~ cons idera te  to  send your l e t t e r  of apology 
with regard  to  the inciden~ l a s t  F r iday  night  a t  F o o t h i l l  College.  
I quite understand ~hat ~he dls~berB ?f the evening ~mre ~t 
representative ¢Iti~ns of ~ Altos and tha~ ~he majority of the 
latter are undoub~dly opposed to such behavior. The z~eep~ion 
~hioh I received frcw the f a c u l t y  ~ a b e ~  and bona f ide  s tuden t s  
o f  F oo th i l l  College ~as iz~eproaehable and I have c a r r i e d  away a 
most p leasan t  r e o o l ~ o t i o n  of  the evening in  s p i t e  of  1;he u ~ o ~ u n a ~ s  
d i so rde rs°  

Thanking you again  fo r  your thov~h~t~lness i n  v r i~ in~ ,  

Bi~erely, 

Hax~ell O. Taylor  

Nayor J m e s  P. Thurber,  J r ° ,  
1 North San Antonio Roadp 

Los Al tos ,  Ca l i fo rn i a °  
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CITY OF LOS ALTOS 
1 NORTH SAN ANTONIO ROAD - LOS ALTOS, CALIFORNIA 

T E L E P H O N E  948-1491 

CITY COUNCIL 

JAMES P. THURBER, JR.,MAYOR 
AARON CORENMAN, VICE-MAYOR 
S. M. CIMINO 
AUDREY H. FISHER 
HARRY C. KALLSHIAN 

ik ..;ac~Z _~,-2 : i  ~. : - ' Z  
: : { ~  .Z~I: :- 4~:~¢," ;.,:.:! ~5 ) 

October 4, 1965 

General Maxwell Taylor 

c/o State Department 

Room 7428 

Executive Office Building 

White House 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear General Taylor: 

I would like to take this opportunity to express my apologies for the 

behavior of some of our citizens during your speech Friday night at 
Foothill College. 

We have always prided ourselves on a policy of hearing both sides of a 

question and of showing due respect to the speaker whether or not we 

agree with his views. What happened Friday was inexcusable, and I 

can only hope that some of these responsible for the uproar will have 

second thoughts and see the errors of their ways. 

I know that the antagonists do not represent the views of the vast majority 

of Los Altos citizens, and I personally would like to extend to you an 

invitation to visit our city again under what I hope will be quieter 
circumstances. 

With all best w i s h e s .  

Most sincerely, 



T . . . . . . . .  ~ . . . . . .  

October 6~ 196~; 

Dear Mr. Brooke: 

I b~ve Just  received your ~eeatly spprsc~iz~t l e t t e r  of 
October 3 c~mentir~ upon the incident  at Foo th i l l  College last 
Friday night. I am eneoura~e~ ~o receive the reactions o~ "Re- 
sponsible Citizens Aroused. which I ~ sure are similar to those 
of ~oet of' your loca l  clti~ens. 

You were ve ry  kind to e a l l  me and to ~ollo~ up with ~bis 
l e t t e r  of r e a s su ra~e .  

Sin~re!y yours, 

iSgd) MAXWELL D, TAYLOR 

I t n w l l  D. ~aTloe 

~ o  College Avenue, 



r" 

5350 College Avenue 
Oakland, California 
October 3, 1965 

General Maxwell D. Taylor 
4000 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear General Taylor: 

Confirming our telephone conversation of last evening I would 
like to express againthe sincere apologies of the Bay Area 
community for the unfortunate incidentwhich occurred at Foothill 
College last Friday night. I am sure you realize that such conduct 
is not indicative of the feelings of the responsible community at 
large. 

It is with these sentiments that a group of young businessmen 
formed "Responsible Citizens Aroused". 

Responsible Citizens Aroused is a bilpartisan, ad hoc committee 
whose aim it is to counter the propaganda offensive of the Viet Nam 
Day Committee and the tactics which it employs. 

We enjoy the endorsement of local Democrat and Republican legis- 
lators such as Assemblymen N~cholas Petris, Donald Mulford, Jerome,- 
Waldie and Supervisor Kent Pursell, for whom I can also speak .... • 
We apologize to you, sir, and want to take this occasion to thank 
you for your years of service to our country and, particularly, 
the most recent year in Viet Nam. 

For your information I have enclosed a statement of principles 
published by Responsible Citizens Aroused on September 15. 

Thank you, General, for accepting my telephone call and I will pass 
on your greetings to my father, who holds you in such high regard. 

Broome, Chairman 
ible Citizens Aroused 

JCB:hh 
E n c .  



Today, SepJembe.~ let, £~ Con~Z~uAion t9a1~. 92 £~ on ~J~£~ occazion 
iAai  ~e remem6~ i ke  p r ~ c ~ l e ~  ou~ countzy ~a~ ffounded upon and 
~ e  men wAo /zave made Z:~ ~tea~. 

Bu~ .~oda~ we a~.~o ma2~4 w~_/~ .~ome deW,tee o~ c]ta~.n .~4a.~ J]'te_~e 
e x Z ~  an eZemen2 in otu~ £mmedZa~e communZt~t w/tic~ oper~[~ 

 ,cc, c, zv.wo  no.  on 4 ,  
J J~e noAton az a u,,~.oZe. TA£~ e,~emen2, ctz,,~er~,~ 4nown a~ AJ~e 

~o~d ~eeZ ,,,4en ~e~&~:_n~ .pan .the Vze~ Na~ Da~ Co,~Z;tzee .zl.,x~ 
Con.~'-£&..~.i.on Da[/ o~( 1765, 

Cort~2Zb.zJ2ona~-Democ.~ac~z upon whZo./z ou.a. g.ove..~nmenA ~ ba~ed. 

&o{'A 4~.ppo~.~ ~Ae P~e~£den~ '~ ~oJe ~n 2Ae conducA o~ ' ' - • ~ o a e z ~ n  

R.C./q. 3eZZev~ An, Jzu~J_z and Aa~ ~a£~ ~n A/~e dZzc~eAZon, 
d z ~ y  and ~ . e  o~ aZ~Am~an peopZe. 

~ _ ,  £~ a g.~oup off Szoun~. Ba~ A~ea peopJe ~/~o 2nAend Jo ~n£Ae 
voca.~ ~uppo.~ ~o.~ ou.~ coun.~.~ and ~ p,,G.no~p,~ez and dZzpZa~t t-o 
:~Ae comm~nAA~, 2~Ae dnZ~ed S~a~e2 a.~ a ~AoZe, and x/~e woaJd, ~AaJ 
.~Ae Ba~ A~ea £~ populated b~ ~ p o n ~ L 6 l e  Ame.~Zca~. R.C,d. az/¢~ 

Le_~ . z  made o..,~ po~,L,~.£on c.Zea~- 

life a6/zo~ wa.,t and de_~L, t e a  ~ peace, .,O.~ Z.~ t/~e Un.Lzed &aJe.,j 
Zeade~ w~o a~e ,~.e~.ue_~,Ln~ ne~o.~Za.Li_on.~. ~ou 4ea~ no ,¢e~.ue.~.L~ 

V.i_e2nameze . 

. . . . . . . . . .  ~ . . . . .  ~ . . . . . . .  • . . . . . . . . . . . . .  J 2  - , ~ , . a ~  ~ - . r  ' " - "  ' ~ ' ~ -  ; ~ . ~  ~ . . . . . . . . .  ~ ' ~ ' ~  % ~ z ~ .  - ' ~ + k ; , ' , : Y : : ~ ' " z " . ~ - - ' :  ' ~ ' : . : 5 ~ ' - ~ i . ~  d ~. . . . .  " . . . . . . . . . . . .  n ,  ! ~ t * ~ : ~  e ' . ' ~ L ; ; ~  z ' * - •  , . . . . .  - ~ : ' . ; ~ > A ~ • ; , .  ~ . . . . . . . . . . .  < , - ~  ~ : : .  , - ,  ~ , , ~ . . . , . ~ : ~ , ~ : ~  
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• I 

flme.r,i.can peopJ.e. 9~ mem3ez.~ Aave ca.LJ.ed ~ e  P , ~ z d e ~  o E o ~  
coQ-n.~ E ~ a c Z , ~ "  and "~,L,"÷ "~ " 

Un.iged S.,£a.Ae.~ z~m~a.~ado~ .~o V,i_ed. ,A/am a Hmz~de.~e.r" and demanded 

T/z%z /tare ~Zven .JJ-ze name o~ ~%z 74,'z.ea c,L,~Ze...~ and Z " " n.~Zb~zon.,j  a 
3,LaoA eEe aZZ o v e . ~  2fie u~o~,[d, 

[,(/e 6eJ,.geve .~AaA .Jze Ball. L,'tea com.m~nZ~ E /zaz been Zn.~zJAeal J, or~ 
~ n o ~ .  #~ ~ no,,, . ~ e  ~o.,, paZ~Zo.~Z~, ~po,~Z6]~ ~ ; . .~ ,~  Xo 
.~2and up Zn ac.~,i.ve ~uppo.~ oE .J'~eZ~ counc i l  and Zn oppo~Z;tZort 
d.o .,~e VZe2 Nam Da[/ Cor, vn.L~ee, 

(:) We ~aZZ ~o~ p]edg.~ ,~o oZ~nd o po.~Zo,~Zc p,~o~am on 
OcAo3e.r 16 a.t. a ,[ocaAion .~o 3e announced, t~fi/Z,,_ ..~fie 
Vz~ NamDa E Co,,~zet~e ~ "~Lto&Z~#" ~e O~DJ~nEA~# 
T~.L~Z. /~o~ ~peaD~,~ a~e no~ DeZ~ E Z~Z~d Zo adE~e~ 
2AZ~ p~oE~am. 

(2) R.C.A. caZt~ ~or ~ p .6~c,  R~.6Zzca,.-~ and D~mo~o.~ 
a J_~ e , .;to tu,~ A e .~ A e,6 z .r ep.r e.~ e n.~. a.;t i e e.z and z e n aA o.~ 

e,,~p,~zn# .~ppo~ o~ o.,,~ ~ o ~ , ~ , ~  are .zA~ P:~zde~. 

(3) 
.]J~e p.rog,.ram and .b~an.~po.~,.2ad_,i.on ~o,z .t_~,e ~pea,~ea.~.,. 

CaCao_A: 

5350 Co]Z%e Ave.n.~ 

655-86ol 



ms mTos i0/1/65 

Gen. Richardson had never received your original letter -- he will be 

most happy to have you stay at Presidio, they have a room for you at 

Pershing Hall. Gen. Richardson wanted t0.h0st a small dinner for you 

but I said that your schedule was too tight to allow it. 

You will be picked up at the Airport by the Foothill people, 

brought to Presidio, they will wait for you and drive you to the 

College. You will be met at the gate of Presidio - and the Major 

that called me was sure that, it would be ,Gen" R~chardson h~self. 

There will either be 1,000 or 2,500 attendance, depending on the 

number of tickets given out and where held. She said that at the 

rate it was going now it would ~ave to be transferred because of 

the amount of people. 

The press will be present and there will be a press conference after 

your talk. 

There will be a tape recording which th~ use for educational purposes, 

which they will send you for editing, and use only with your permission. 

There definitely will be questions after your talk. 

Driving time to Presidio fm the Airport will take about 1/2 hour, and 

t h e n  a n o t h e r  h o u r  Pm P r e s i d i o  t o  F o o t h i l l .  
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Septem~ 27, 1965 

Lt. Geu. James L. Richardson, Jr. 
Commanding General, 6th Army, 
Presidio 
San Francisco, California 

Refmrrir~ to ~ letter of September 21st, will overnight aceOmodatlons 

be available for October I-2~ Sincerely, 

k 

~ L  D. TAYLOR 



Sep~er 2X, 1965 

~ear Jtm~ 

X am writ ing to ask i r  you could put me up overnight at 
your guee% house on the evening of October 1-2. I have a 
speaking engagement at Foo%bill ColleSe and would prefer %0 
e~nd the nlo~ht at the Presld~o rather than to go %c, a hotel. 

undergraduates was o~. f l y  e n ~ s i a s t i e  on the occasion of my 
last  v i s i t ,  

With warm re~ards, 

Stn~re~,  

Lieutenant ~ n e r a l  James L. Richar~on,  Jr.  
Co~mdtr~/Oeneral,  6th A r ~ ,  

I~.esidio, 
San Francisco, California.  

i 
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