
 
 

NATIONAL DEFENSE UNIVERSITY 
NEAR EAST SOUTH ASIA CENTER FOR STRATEGIC STUDIES 

WASHINGTON, D.C.  20319-5066 
 

“CONCORDIA PER COMMENTATIONEM” 

 
CONCEPT PAPER 

 
WHAT:          

The Near East South Asia Center for Strategic Studies will host a two-day workshop   
entitled Health Care Challenges to National Security in the NESA region.  It will 
explore the current health challenges to national security in the NESA region, and how 
to augment health security capacity in the war on terrorism and irregular warfare.  
Whereas this workshop is oriented primarily towards U.S. civilian and military officials, 
the workshop may lead to a concerted effort by the NESA Center to engage both U.S. 
and NESA region officials and practitioners on the strategic relationship between 
human health care and national security.  

WHERE:       
Near East South Asia Center for Strategic Studies 
National Defense University 
2100 2nd Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20319 

 
WHEN:         29-30 March 2007 
 
WHO:            

Thirty (30) United States Government civilian officials and military officers, members 
of non-governmental organizations, and specialists (to include the fields of health 
policy, medical anthropology, and non-traditional security threats) from the United 
States will participate.  Participants’ responsibilities should include but not be limited to 
developing and overseeing policy dealing with strategic health and national security 
issues of concern to both the United States and the NESA region. 

 
WHY:            

Personal security, including health security, is a crucial component in national and  
international security thinking and planning.  The National Security Strategy of the 

 United States (2006) reads, “The goal of our statecraft is to help create a world of 
 democratic, well-governed states that can meet the needs of their citizens.” These needs  

include the right of a population to accessible, functioning public health systems; 
notably, terrorist groups must be prevented by the government of a country from 
establishing a foothold as a social service provider, as has been the case with Hezbollah.  
The threat of regional health challenges and global pandemics is real and of immediate 
concern with direct security implications, both in the US and the NESA region.  
Functioning public health systems also directly facilitate U.S. defense and security 
objectives and, potentially, U.S. military operations and activities.  On their own, 
violence and conflict are major contributors to the spread of disease, leading to reduced 
state capacity, an increase in economic deprivation, and the depletion of human capital.  
However, public health affects national security in at least three major ways.  First, 
building a sustainable, health-related infrastructure is a key component of effective  
 
post-conflict reconstruction efforts.  Second, recent terrorist efforts to acquire and use 
biological weapons threaten direct attacks on the public health capacities in target 
nations.  Finally, the health dangers raised by natural disasters, endemic drug addiction,  
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          and pandemic disease require recognition as a threat to national security.  The 
United States has the unique capability to promote stability and security in developing 
nations by assisting in the development of public health systems.  Failed states, all of 
whom suffer from defunct public health systems, provide vulnerabilities and 
opportunities to non-state actors looking to promote their renegade causes.  By 
providing assistance, the US is in a position to win the hearts and minds of populations 
in desperate need of health security but lacking in ability to develop such systems on 
their own.  Such action not only increases positive perceptions of the US abroad, but 
also helps strengthen the legitimacy of host nations in the eyes of their populations, thus 
making them less likely incubators of support for terrorism and related security threats. 

  
HOW:         

NESA will host a seminar in which government and health professionals from the 
United States will speak to participants in plenary sessions focusing on key issues.  An 
experienced group of facilitators, made up of NESA Center faculty and outside experts, 
will help guide breakout groups to explore these issues in more detail.   

 
AGENDA:    

The seminar will progress through four topic areas, including health security theory and 
practice in global, regional, and national settings, a macro-view of the current global 
health situation, including pandemic threats like avian influenza and HIV/AIDS, and a 
more specific look at the health security situation in a NESA-related area.  The seminar 
will culminate in a case study, used to facilitate analysis discussing the links between 
public health and counterterrorism.  The final discussion will look toward future 
prospects, problems, and methods to foster health security capacity and institution 
building within the region, utilizing the tools and knowledge gained from the workshop. 
 

OUTPUT: 
This workshop will produce a Workshop Summary containing a set of policy 
recommendations about ways to foster health security capacity in the NESA region.  It 
may also point the way for further workshops and studies devoted to the topic of human 
health security that include the participation of health and security professionals from 
the NESA region. 
 

RESOURCE MATERIALS:  
Participants will receive a comprehensive syllabus that discusses health policy and health security in 
the larger context of the expansion of the potential resources and tools a country has in the global war 
on terrorism and irregular warfare.  This will include handouts and copies of relevant and recent 
publications.   
 
WORKSHOP LEADER: 

Alexis Upton, NESA Center Research Associate, is the workshop director.  She is  
assisted by Marlene Ryan, Academic Program Planner. 
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For more information regarding the Near East South Asia Center for Strategic Studies 
and its programs, please visit: http://www.ndu.edu/nesa. 
 


