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advisor team missions such as Provincial 
Reconstruction Teams and Coalition 
Air Force Transition Teams enhance 
the advisor activities and improve inter-
Service coordination. TCO was created 
to help troops in Iraq who were finding 
their convoys coming under attack from 
improvised explosive devices, rocket-
propelled grenades, and small arms 
from insurgent forces. This publication 
provides a quick-reference guide for 
convoy commanders operating in theater 
who are using best practices and common 
procedures for convoy operations among 
the Services. All of these publications 
are designed to assist Servicemembers in 
accomplishing their missions.

In addition to developing MTTPs for 
the Warfighter, ALSA produces the Air 
Land Sea Bulletin (ALSB) three times a year. 
The ALSB usually has five to seven articles 
focused around a predetermined topic (such 
as unmanned aircraft or close air support) 
written by SMEs in the field. It offers war-
fighters the opportunity to share operational 
lessons learned and spread the word about 
recent developments in warfighting con-
cepts, issues, and Service interoperability. 
The intent is good cross-Service flow of 
information among readers around the 
globe.

At present, ALSA is one of the many 
outstanding organizations contributing 
to the fight and helping our nation win its 
wars. For ALSA, there is always new work 
on the horizon due to the ever changing 
operational environment. To learn more 
about ALSA or to provide feedback, please 
see the ALSA CAC-enabled Web site at 
https://www.alsa.mil where you can down-
load ALSA MTTPs and publications. These 
publications will soon be available on the 
Joint Doctrine, Education, and Training 
Electronic Information System (JDEIS) 
Web portal to enable detailed browsing and 
advanced search.

For access to joint publications, go 
to the JDeiS Web portal at https://jdeis.
js.mil (.mil users only). For those without 
access to .mil accounts, go to the Joint 
electronic library Web portal at  
http://www.dtic.mil/doctrine.
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Africa Security Brief No. 5
Cocaine and Instability in Africa: Lessons 
from Latin America and the Caribbean

Davin O’Regan examines narcotics trafficking 
in Latin America and the Caribbean for lessons 
that might be applied to Africa. He finds that 
the dollar value of cocaine trafficked through 
West Africa has risen rapidly, surpassing 
all other illicit commodities smuggled in the 
subregion. Experience from Latin America 
and the Caribbean shows that cocaine traffic 
contributes to dramatically higher levels of 
violence and instability. Given that co-opting 
government officials is the preferred method 
of Latin American traffickers, the author 
argues that African governments need to 
act urgently to protect the integrity of their 
counternarcotics institutions.
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Forging Partnerships for Africa’s Future 
The Africa Center offers a variety of resources that 
keep readers abreast of the Africa-related news and 
research published on this site.

http://africacenter.org/

To subscribe to Africa Center’s Daily Media 
Review and/or Africa Security Briefs, go to 
http://africacenter.org/subscribe/, enter email 
address, check the box next to the name 
of the newsletter(s) desired, and click the 
“Submit” button.
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