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PRISM
A Journal of the Center for Complex Operations
National Defense University announces publication of PRISM 2, no. 1 (December 2010). Entering 
its second year of publication, PRISM remains fresh in its outlook on the expanding field of complex 
security operations. Among the feature articles in this issue: Congressman Samuel Farr examines 
current efforts to stand up the Civilian Response Corps, drawing upon lessons learned from the 
establishment of the Peace Corps; William Durch examines exit strategies for complex peace 
support operations; and Corri Zoli and Nicholas Armstrong explore how U.S. Army doctrine is 
affecting national security strategy. The “From the Field” article, by William Caldwell and Nathan 
Finney, is a firsthand report on the problems of the multilateral approach to building police capacity 

in Afghanistan, while “Lessons Learned” by William Bowers reviews the U.S. earthquake relief operations in Pakistan as an example 
of leveraging humanitarian missions for strategic success. Closing out the issue are interviews with Senator Jim Webb and U.S. 
Training and Doctrine Commander GEN Martin Dempsey and several book reviews.

PRISM explores, promotes, and debates emerging thought and best practices as civilian capacity increases in 
order to address challenges in stability, reconstruction, security, counterinsurgency, and irregular warfare. 
Published by NDU Press for the Center for Complex Operations, PRISM welcomes articles on a broad range 
of complex operations issues, especially civil-military integration. Manuscript submissions should be between 
2,500 and 6,000 words and sent via email to prism@ndu.edu.
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Published for the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff by National Defense University Press

National Defense University, Washington, DC

Call for Entries for the 
2011

Secretary of Defense National Security Essay Competition and  
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Strategic Essay Competition
Are you a Joint Professional Military Education (JPME) 
student? Imagine your winning essay in the pages of a 
future issue of Joint Force Quarterly. In addition, imagine 
a chance to catch the ear of the Secretary of Defense or 
the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff on an important 
national security issue. Recognition by peers and mon-
etary prizes await the winners.

Who’s Eligible: Students at the JPME colleges, schools, 
and programs, including Service research fellows and 
international students.

What: Research and write an original, unclassified essay 
in one or more of the various categories. May be done in 
conjunction with a course writing requirement. Must be 
selected by and submitted through your college.

When: Essays may be written any time during the 2010–
2011 academic year, but students are encouraged to begin 

the process early and avoid the end-of-academic-year rush 
that typically occurs each spring. JPME colleges are free 
to run their own internal competitions to select nominees 
but must meet these deadlines: 

April 27, 2011: colleges submit nominated essays to 
NDU Press for first round of judging.

May 17–18, 2011: final judging and selection of winners.

National Defense University Press conducts the competi-
tions with the generous support of the NDU Foundation. 
For further information, see your college’s essay coordina-
tor or go to:

www.ndu.edu/press/SECDEF-EssayCompetition.html
www.ndu.edu/press/CJCS-EssayCompetition.html

Conceptual  
and Operational  
Challenges of COIN
Spacepower 

Contemplating China’s  
Strategic Developments


