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Partnership for the Americas: Western Hemisphere  
Strategy and U.S. Southern Command

by James G. Stavridis

Admiral James G. Stavridis, USN, reflects on his tenure as Commander of United 
States Southern Command. Not “your father’s combatant command commander,” 
Admiral Stavridis broke with tradition from day one, discarding the customary 
military model and creating an innovative organization designed not solely to sub-
due adversaries, but, perhaps more importantly, to build durable and lasting part-
nerships with friends. From his unique perspective as commander, Stavridis uses 
his engagingly personal style to describe his vision for the Americas, making the 
most of limited resources to create goodwill and mutual respect, while taking care 
of the serious business of countering illegal drug trafficking and responding to hu-
manitarian crises. Citing the hemisphere’s common geography, culture, economy, 
and history, Stavridis makes a passionate case for a common approach and strategy 
for defending our “shared home of the Americas.”

“Skin in the Game”: Partnership in Establishing and  
Maintaining Global Security and Stability

by Jeffery E. Marshall, with a preface by James G. Stavridis

The United States cannot work alone in maintaining the global stability and secu-
rity that are foundational requirements for all national vital interests. The size of 
the globe, the plethora of cultures and interests, and the high cost of maintaining 
stability and security mean that the United States needs partners who share those 
goals and will share the cost of maintaining them. Sharing the burden in this way 
actually helps to promote greater stability and security because more countries are 
invested in the outcome—they have “skin in the game.” This book offers a detailed 
analysis of what the United States must do to build and sustain enduring partner-
ships, examines the current state of affairs, and provides a roadmap with specific, 
actionable recommendations to take a more holistic approach to partnerships.
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