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PRISM begins its third year with a solid line-up of provocative articles. David Ucko opens “Features” 
with a look at counterinsurgency after Afghanistan, noting that the concept has undergone a rapid rise 
and now decline. Next, Thomas Pickering examines the prospect of negotiations in Afghanistan, ask-
ing three hard questions: when, with whom, and about what should we negotiate? The remaining fea-
ture authors take rigorous approaches as well: Renanah Miles on the flawed mandate for stabilization 
and reconstruction; Brian Burton on perils of the indirect approach; Paul Miller on fixing failed states; 
Amitai Etzioni on a problematical “Marshall Plan for the Middle East”; Birame Diop on Sub-Saharan 
military activities; and Kenneth McKenzie and Elizabeth Packard on military-to-military partnerships 
in light of the Arab Spring. In the Special Feature, Frank Rusagara looks at nontraditional roles for the 
Armed Forces and the crisis in Rwanda. “From the Field” author John Bessler examines the difficult 
operations in a remote district of Afghanistan as a “tragedy of policy and action in three acts.” Bradford 
Baylor et al. in “Lessons Learned” present a case study of the challenges faced by the United States in 
Iraq from 2007 to 2010. Finally, Pauline Baker reviews Stewart Patrick’s Weak Links: Fragile States, 
Global Threats, and International Security (Oxford University Press, 2011).

PRISM explores, promotes, and debates emerging thought and best practices as civilian capacity 
increases in order to address challenges in stability, reconstruction, security, counterinsurgency, and 
irregular warfare. Published by NDU Press for the Center for Complex Operations, PRISM welcomes 
articles on a broad range of complex operations issues, especially civil-military integration. Manuscript 
submissions should be between 2,500 and 6,000 words and sent via email to prism@ndu.edu.
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NEW SECURITY
CHALLENGESAre you a professional military education (PME) student? Imagine 

your winning essay published in a future issue of Joint Force 
Quarterly, catching the eye of the Secretary and Chairman as well as 
contributing to the debate on an important national security issue. 
These rewards, along with a monetary prize, await the winners.

Who’s Eligible?  Students at U.S. PME colleges, schools, and other 
programs, including international students and Service research 
fellows.

What’s Required?  Research and write an original, unclassified 
essay in one or more of the various categories. The essay may be 
written in conjunction with a course writing requirement. All en-
tries must be selected by and submitted through your college.

When?  Any time during the 2011–2012 academic year.  
Students are encouraged to begin early and avoid the spring rush. 
Colleges may set their own internal deadlines, but must  
submit their official entries to NDU Press by April 25, 2012,  
for the first round of judging. Final judging and selection  
of winners take place May 15–16, 2012, at NDU Press, Fort 
McNair, Washington, DC.

National Defense University Press conducts the competition  
with the generous support of the NDU Foundation. For further  
information, see your college’s essay coordinator or go to:
www.ndu.edu/press/SECDEF-EssayCompetition.html
www.ndu.edu/press/CJCS-EssayCompetition.html

CALL FOR ENTRIES
for the

2012 Secretary of Defense and 2012 Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Essay Competitions
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