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The Paradox of Power: Sino-American Strategic Restraint in an  
Age of Vulnerability
By David C. Gompert and Phillip C. Saunders

The United States and China each have or will soon have the ability to inflict grave 
harm upon the other by nuclear attack, attacks on satellites, or attacks on computer 
networks. Paradoxically, despite each country’s power, its strategic vulnerability is 
growing. A clearer understanding of the characteristics of these three domains—
nuclear, space, and cyber—can provide the underpinnings of strategic stability 
between the United States and China in the decades ahead.  David Gompert and 
Phillip Saunders assess the prospect of U.S.-Chinese competition in these domains 
and recommend that the United States propose a comprehensive approach based 
on mutual restraint whereby it and China can mitigate their growing strategic vul-
nerabilities. This mutual restraint regime may not take the form of binding treaties, 
but patterns of understanding and restraint may be enough to maintain stability.
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By Jeffrey A. Larsen and Erin R. Mahan

When James Forrestal became the first Secretary of Defense in September 1947, his 
interest in foreign policy and in ensuring that the defense establishment had a say 
in that policy would set precedents for his successors for decades to come. President 
Harry Truman, while respecting Forrestal’s abilities, wanted a Defense Secretary 
who would enforce discipline among the Services, operate the Pentagon as efficiently 
as possible, and not wander too far into foreign policy, which he considered a second-
ary function of the job. Authors Larsen and Mahan trace Forrestal’s involvement in 
foreign policy decisions in the challenging postwar era, which put him increasingly 
at odds with Truman and eventually led to his resignation in March 1949.
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