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	U N I T E D   S T A T E S   A I R   F O R C E


COLONEL MICHAEL GUETLEIN
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Colonel Mike Guetlein is currently serving as a Secretary of Defense Corporate Fellow (SDCFP) assigned to the Space Exploration Technologies (SpaceX) Corporation in Los Angeles. Annually, two or more officers are selected from each Service to receive their senior service college credit with Corporate America, where they are exposed to businesses reshaping organizational structures and methods of operations to provide innovative and competitive advantages. Alumni form a cadre of future Service leaders challenged with reshaping the Department of Defense’s future business practices.

Prior to his fellowship, Colonel Guetlein served as the Commander of the Rapid Reaction Squadron at Peterson Air Force Base, Colorado.  In this position, he commanded a 70-person Squadron and directed the execution of over $16 million annually in order to equip the Joint Warfighter with unrivaled offensive and defensive counterspace capabilities required to gain, maintain, and exploit the space medium. 

Colonel Guetlein has had various assignments in aircraft development, space systems acquisition, and aircraft maintenance including assignments to Headquarters Air Force and two deployments to Europe in support of Operations Allied Force and Joint Endeavor in Kosovo and Bosnia. He has served as Military Assistant to the Assistant Secretary of the Air Force for Acquisition and his experience includes the AC-130 Gunship, B-2 Stealth Bomber, next generation aerial refueling tanker, space-based missile detection systems, and counterspace systems to name a few.

Colonel Guetlein graduated from Oklahoma State University with a Bachelor of Science in Mechanical Aerospace Engineering and was commissioned a second lieutenant in the United States Air Force in 1991 through the Reserve Officer Training Corps.  Colonel Guetlein also holds master’s degrees from George Washington University, Wright-State University, and the Naval War College.  He is married with two daughters ages 16 and 13.

EDUCATION

Bachelor of Science, Mechanical Aerospace Engineering, Oklahoma State University, Stillwater OK

Masters of Business Administration, Wright State University, Dayton, Ohio

Masters of Science, Organizational Management from George Washington University, Washington D.C.

Master of Arts, National Security and Policy Making, Naval War College, Newport, Rhode Island

ASSIGNMENTS

Sep 1991 – Sep 1993
AC-130U Gunship Support Manager, Special Ops Program Office, Wright-Patterson AFB, OH

Oct 1993 – Aug 1994
Chief, B-2 Bomber Propulsion, B-2 Program Office, Wright-Patterson AFB, OH

Aug1994 – Jan 1996
Executive Officer, Engineering Directorate, Wright-Patterson AFB, OH

Jan 1996 – Jul 1996 
AC-130U Gunship Sortie Gen Flight CC, 4th Aircraft Maintenance Unit, Hurlburt Field, FL

Jul 1996 – Jul 1997 
AC-130H Gunship Flight Commander. 16th Aircraft Maintenance Unit, Hurlburt Field, Fl

Jul 1997 – Jun 1999, 
Air Force Intern, Pentagon, Washington D.C.

Jun 1999 –Mar 2002
Deputy Program Manager for SIBRS’s Ground Segment, Los Angeles AFB, CA

Mar 2002 – Mar 2003
Dir Missile Warning Systems to Program Executive Officer for Space, Los Angeles AFB, CA

Mar 2003 – Jun 2004
Executive Officer to the Vice Commander, Los Angeles AFB, CA

Jun 2004 – Jun 2005
Student, Naval Command and Staff College, Newport Naval Station, RI

Jun 2005 –De 2006
Counterspace Program Element Monitor, Pentagon, Washington D.C.

Dec 2006 – Jun 2008
Military Assistant to the Assistant SECAF for Acquisition, Pentagon, Washington D.C.

Jun 2008 -  Jul 2010
Commander of the Rapid Reaction Squadron, Peterson AFB. Colorado

MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS

Air Force Meritorious Service Medal with five oak leaf clusters

Air Force Commendation Medal with three oak leaf clusters

Air Force Achievement Medal with oak leaf cluster

National Defense Service Medal with one oak leaf cluster

Global War on Terrorism Service Medal

Air Force Longevity Service Award with three oak leaf clusters

NATO Medal

