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Colonel Randy “Rudder” Kaufman is one of 12 Secretary of Defense Corporate Fellows.  As a Secretary of Defense Corporate Fellow Col Kaufman will spend a year working for the Lockheed-Martin Corporation, Fort Worth, Texas identifying those “best business” practices that the Department of Defense could adopt to enhance and streamline strategic planning and operations.

Col Kaufman received his commission from the Air Force Officer Training School in May 1989.   He earned his pilot wings from Specialized Undergraduate Pilot Training, Reese Air Force Base, Texas in May 1990 and has served as a B-52 pilot, T-38 Specialized Undergraduate Instructor Pilot, B-1 aircraft commander, instructor pilot and evaluator pilot, and B-1 Formal Training Unit flight instructor.  Col Kaufman has operational experience in Southeast Asia and flew one of the first B-1 combat missions during Operation DESERT FOX.  He has served on the United States Pacific Command staff as strategic plans officer and executive officer to the Commander, Strategic Plans and Policy.  Since arriving at Dyess Air Force Base he has served as the 7th Bomb Wing Chief of Safety and the commander of the 337th Test and Evaluation Squadron before becoming the 7th Operations Group Deputy Commander.  Col Kaufman is the recipient of the Gen Curtis E. LeMay award for the “Best bomber crew in the USAF” and the Gen Ira C. Eaker award for the “Most outstanding airmanship” in Eighth Air Force.   He is a Command Pilot with over 3200 total flying hours in the B-52, T-37, T-38 and the B-1.
EDUCATION 
1987
Bachelor of Science, Mechanical Engineering, University of Redlands, Redlands CA
1996
Squadron Officers School, Maxwell Air Force Base AL
1999 
USAF Weapons Instructor Course, B-1 Division, Ellsworth Air Force Base SD
2002
Master of Arts, National Security and Strategic Studies, Naval War College, Newport Naval Station RI
2003
Master of Arts, Airpower Art and Science, Air University, Maxwell Air Force Base AL

2006
Air War College (Correspondence)
2006
Joint Forces Staff College, Norfolk VA

ASSIGNMENTS 

1.  May 89 - May 90, student, specialized undergraduate pilot training, Reese AFB TX
2.  Jun 90 - Nov 90, student, B-52 combat crew training, Castle AFB CA
3.  Nov 90 -May 94, B-52 pilot, senior standardization instructor/evaluator Pilot, 325th Bomb Squadron, Fairchild AFB WA
4.  Jun 94 - Nov 94, student, T-38 pilot instructor training, Randolph AFB TX
5.  Nov 94 - May 96, T-38 specialized undergraduate pilot training instructor pilot, chief of wing programming, Reese AFB TX
6.  Jun 96 - Apr 97, student, B-1 Initial Qualification Course, Dyess AFB TX 
7.  Apr 97 - Jun 00, B-1 aircraft commander/instructor pilot, chief of training, chief of weapons and tactics, 37th Bomb Squadron, Ellsworth AFB SD
8.  Jun 00 - Jun 02, B-1 instructor/evaluator pilot, chief of faculty training, assistant director of flying, chief B-1 flight instructor course, 28th Bomb Squadron, Dyess AFB TX
9.  Jul 02 - Jun 03, student, Naval Command and Staff College, Newport NS RI
10. Jul 03 - Jul 04, student, School of Advanced Air and Space Studies, Maxwell AFB AL 

11. Jul 04 - Mar 07, strategic plans officer, executive assistant, Strategic Plans and Policy Directorate, United States Pacific Command, Camp H.M. Smith HI

12. Mar 07 - Jul 08, chief of safety, 7th Bomb Wing, Dyess AFB TX
13. Jul 08 - Aug 09, commander, 337th Test and Evaluation Squadron, Dyess AFB TX
14. Aug 09 – Aug 10, deputy commander, 7th Operations Group, Dyess AFB TX

15. Aug 10 – present, Secretary of Defense Corporate Fellow, Lockheed Martin Corp, Fort Worth, TX
 

FLIGHT INFORMATION 

Rating:  Command Pilot

Flight hours:  More than 3,200 

Aircraft flown:  B-1, T-38, T-37, B-52

MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS 
Defense Meritorious Service Medal

Meritorious Service Medal with four oak leaf clusters

Air Medal 

Joint Service Commendation Medal

Joint Meritorious Unit Award with three oak leaf clusters

Air Force Commendation Medal with one oak leaf cluster

Air Force Outstanding Unit Award with five oak leaf clusters

Combat Readiness Medal with three oak leaf clusters

National Defense Service Medal with bronze star

Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal

Global War of Terrorism Expeditionary Medal

Global War on Terrorism Service Medal

ACHIEVEMENTS / DATES OF PROMOTIONS 

Second Lieutenant

May 1989

First Lieutenant


May 1991

Captain


May 1993

Major


Aug 2000

Lieutenant Colonel


Aug 2005

Colonel


Sep 2010
(Current as of Sep 2010)










