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MEMORANDUM FOR: 
Thesis Advisor (by name)
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Masters Paper Proposal

DATE:
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Rank, Name, Service, Country

PROPOSED TOPIC:

(working title)

PROBLEM STATEMENT

(a) The student should describe in a few declarative sentences he problem/issue the research will address.  (b) The student should say why it is worth addressing – why is it important.  (c)  The student should indicate the scope of the paper (for example, by time: 1848-1870; by geography, etc.).  The problem statement will lead to the research questions.

PROPOSED RESEARCH QUESTION

The student should indicate here what is the main research question the project will answer.  

RESEARCH DESIGN

The student should: (a) describe in as much detail as possible how the student will perform the research and complete the paper, (b) anything done already, (c) the relevant sources to be explored, (d) schedule, calibrating the work plan to the scheduled indicated here, (d) preliminary bibliography, annotated – meaning that each entry contains a comment on its relevance to the project. 

