



UNCLASSIFIED
OPTIONS PAPER (template) 

(3 pages in length; no footnotes; no attachments; 11 point font; 1-inch margins; single space within sections; double space between sections)

ISSUE:  How to address Iran’s nuclear program 

BACKGROUND:  (Knowns/Facts and Key Unknowns two paragraphs; max 1/2 of page) 

ASSUMPTIONS:  (10-15 one-two line bullets; ½ to 1 page)
· 
·  

STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES: (three one-two line bullets) List In Priority Order
·  
·  

OPTION 1: (up to one page) Summarize the current strategy (withdrawal from JCPOA)
(Describe at least three instruments of statecraft (means) and the way in which they are orchestrated together to form a strategic option; you should select the military as one of the three instruments and include a detailed assessment of the military requirements). 

PROS: (state exactly how/why the option achieves each of the stated objectives) 

CONS: (costs, consequences, opportunity costs, risks, extent to which an objective is not met)

OPTION 2:  (½ to 1 page) Department of State leads USG efforts to seek a revised nuclear agreement. 
(Describe at least three instruments of statecraft and the way in which they are orchestrated together to form a strategic option; detail the military’s role as one of the three instruments,   how it would support this option, and include an assessment of the military requirements). 

PROS: 

CONS: 

DISCUSSION:  (between ½ and ¾ of a page) Use this section compare and contrast the relative costs (“cons”) and benefits (“pros”) with specific focus on the military implications of both options. Summarize the advice you would recommend the Secretary or the Chairman deliver (5-6 sentences or talking points).



[bookmark: _GoBack](Note: space allocations are notional to help “plan” your paper. If in your judgment, more space needs to be allocated to “assumptions” because you believe there are more critical assumptions, feel free to make the space trade off. Try to keep the amount of space allocated to each option about the same – this will help you in providing impartial and balanced options. It will also weed out bogus options -- if there’s not much to say, it’s probably not a viable option) 
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