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CISA 6005
Nuclear Diplomacy
Fall - 2020

Nuclear Weapons and the Exercise of U.S Presidential Power

Students who complete the course
· Comprehend the historic role of nuclear weapons’ diplomacy in advancing – or impeding – U.S. and international diplomatic objectives.
· Evaluate the basic objectives of nuclear diplomacy, and analyze how nuclear diplomacy shapes the perception of U.S. presidential power. U.S. presidential policy making with respect to nuclear security nonproliferation, and,
· Synthesize lessons learned from U.S. nuclear diplomacy that kept some nations from acquiring nuclear weapons, paradoxically facilitated others in perfecting theirs while concurrently negotiating arms reductions with adversaries.
· Understand the challenges deterrence presents in a nuclear environment with multiple players and the strategic impact of missile defense and of preemptive missile offense in close geographic quarters, e.g. the DPRK-China-PRC-ROK quadrangle.


	Topic
	Topic Objectives

	1
National Security and Nuclear Diplomacy – The beginning: Roosevelt, Truman, and Stalin
	· Analyze the ethical considerations in the decision to utilize Fat Man and Little Boy as weapons to coerce the USSR and bring about the rapid defeat of the Japanese
· Evaluate how coercive nuclear statecraft defined the great post WWII Truman, Stalin power relationships that led to the Berlin Blockade and its resolution.

	2
Eisenhower and the origins of command and control and deterrence
	· Analyze the origins of nuclear deterrence/coercion and command and control through the lens of the Korean War and, the PRC-ROC Quemoy and Matsu crises of 1953 and1955
· Evaluate how Eisenhower and Khrushchev 1955 encounter in Geneva epitomized Winston Churchill’s definition of summitry as scale and parlay at the summit

	3
Vienna, Cuba, and Testing
	· Analyze how the Vienna Summit (1961) did not ease U.S. - USSR tensions but allowed Kennedy and Khrushchev to take stock of each other’s resolve.
· Evaluate the role of nuclear weapons in the Cuban Missile Crisis evolution.

	4
Nuclear Weapons and European Context
	· Comprehend the origins of the NATO alliance, the role of nuclear weapons within the alliance, and the nonproliferation aims subtly embedded within the alliance to prevent Germany from acquiring a nuclear capability.

	5
Rejecting Cold War Hegemony: China and Nuclear Weapons

	· Analyze China’ Cold War security environment, USSR- China mistrust, and ideological differences led to China’s development of nuclear weapons.
· Comprehend the collateral effects of U.S. - Soviet summitry on China’s strategic and nuclear posture.

	6
Nuclear Nixon: Kissinger, Summitry, Madman, and Treaties
	· Analyze Nixon and Kissinger’s “realpolitik” outlook on the political utility of nuclear weapons as the USSR and the U.S grope for nuclear parity
· Evaluate the implications of SALT I & II and the ABM treaty (1972)

	7
Roaring 80’s Reagan and Star Wars: Peace through Strength
	· Comprehend Reagan’s views on deterrence and his evolving attitude towards negotiating with the Soviets
· Comprehend the dynamics of the Reykjavik summit and its aftermath, including the negotiating record, and analyze its impact on strategic arms reductions and on the INF negotiations

	8
End of the Cold War and CTBT

	· Comprehend Reagan’s views on deterrence and his evolving attitude towards negotiating with the Soviets
· Evaluate the dynamics of the Reykjavik summit and its aftermath, including the negotiating record, and analyze its impact on strategic arms reductions and on the INF negotiations.

	9
Clinton, Bush, Obama and the Rise of the DPRK: DPRK Negotiations
	· Comprehend the regional, great power and nuclear history of the Korean peninsula and dynamics of the DPRK Agreed framework
· Evaluate the role and evolution of US domestic politics in tandem with DPRK dynastic transitions, and limitations of Presidential power

	10
“The Art of the Deal”: JCPOA


	· Comprehend the US- Iran Cold War engagement, Iran’s security environment and the U.S. military intervention in Afghanistan and Iraq as catalysts for Iran’s ambiguity-shrouded nuclear program.
· Comprehend U.S. leadership in promoting sanctions and their role of sanctions in driving the JCPOA deal to closure and subsequent undoing.

	11
The 2018 Nuclear Posture Review
	· Comprehend lessons learned in nuclear diplomacy and their meaning for the future by focusing on the meaning and intent of the 2018 Nuclear Posture Review.

	12
Student  Presentations
	· [bookmark: _GoBack] Sample topics: Nuclear Disarmament; Further Weapons Reductions; the future of INF in Europe? In Asia? India-Pakistani Confidence Building Measures; CTBT ratification; Sustaining Extended Deterrence; Middle East NWFZ; The DPRK,-China-Japan-ROK extended deterrence conundrum; future of nuclear summitry; missile defense; pre-emptive nuclear defense ; scenarios for NATO expansion and European stability...
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