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COURSE OVERVIEW
While much appears new in the recent American encounter with irregular warfare, in fact, the United States was very much an actor in irregular conflicts throughout its past. The United States began with a revolutionary endeavor—a people’s war. In forming a country and in trying to ensure its survival, it experienced a variety of threats and challenges to its existence and to its national identity. As the original Thirteen Colonies evolved into the United States and expanded across the continent and then assumed a greater role in international affairs, conflicts abounded. While some were great struggles, such as the Civil War, there was throughout the elements of irregular war. Some were unique to the American experience, such as the Indian Wars, but many bear a remarkable similarity to the present and while many of the ‘lessons’ of those experiences may have been lost or not received sufficient attention, they shaped much of what we think and do in the world today.

This course will examine some of the most salient examples of this environment and its meaning, not only in shaping the American way of war and strategy and its experience and understanding of irregular war, but how that background and experience might inform current and future ideas about what is to be done in dealing with the challenges posed by peer rivals such as China, Russia, and Iran. 

Course Objectives: 

· Examine how the American way of irregular war has changed over time and to review the sources of continuity and change.

· Comprehend the role irregular war has played in shaping American grand strategy and strategic culture.
· Investigate the extent that U.S. political and military leaders have learned from America’s experiences conducting irregular warfare.
· Comprehend how hybrid warfare has also been part of the American way of war., as well as that of our peer adversaries, notably China.
· Examine future scenarios of the American way of war., with special reference to the threat posed by peer rivals which function within an approach they have termed, for precisely a century, “political warfare.”

	 Part
	Topic
	Dates (Tuesday)

	Section I: Conceptualizing the American Way of (Small) War and Strategy
	1. Introduction to Irregular Warfare
	September 17

	
	2. The American “Way of War.”
	September 24
Oral Presentations Assigned

	Section II:
Empire of Liberty:
Nation Building in the American Experience
	3.The American Revolution: The People’s War
	October 1
Paper Topics Due Oral Presentations Begin

	
	4. The un-Civil War
	October 8

	
	5. The Constabulary Era—Reconstruction and the Indian Wars
	October 15 
Short Assessment Paper Due

	Section III: Irregular Warfare Abroad
	6. The Philippines
	October 22


	
	7. Banana Wars
	All Electives Switch Time Block
October 29

	Section IV: 
The First
Counterinsurgency Era:  Small Wars During the Cold War
	8. Post-WWII
	November 5

	
	9. Vietnam: Irregular War or Conventional Conflict or Both?
	November 12

	Section V: 
The New
Counterinsurgency Era: Small Wars After 9/11?
	10. Afghanistan: Sudden Victory  
	November 19

	
	No Class - CISA RESEARCH & WRITING WEEK
	November 26

	
	11. Iraq: Succeeding to Fail?
	
December 3


	
	12. The Future of the American Way of War
	December 10
Final Papers Due


As indicated above, grade is determined by an oral presentation (with preliminary) and a final paper (w/class contribution).
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