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Paris is Not DoomedExample of a 500 (+/- 50)-word Essay
[bookmark: _Hlk483280881]Imagine that Joe Schmedlap, a former DSS 632 student, 
wrote this essay in Paris during Summer Term, 1348, as the septicemic plague was sweeping through.


	Each day, the plague claims the lives of as many as 500 people in Paris. The plague spreads as fleas infest black rats. These rats infest grain and flour barrels, and humans eat the grain and flour. Soon after eating, victims get a high fever and pains in the abdomen. They also feel exhausted and dizzy. Plague can quickly cause shock and organ failure, leading to an almost 100% per-cent death rate. To date, clinical trials involving blood-letting, wearing amulets, and staring at the moon have yielded few promising results. Hence, at this point, anyone can get the plague. Even so, Paris is not doomed; its citizens can greatly reduce the present death rate by following three simple practices. thesis statement
Introduction leading the reader from a “cold start” to the thesis statement

	First, each can choose not to be a part of the problem by practicing “barrel hygiene”: Check all grain or flour barrels for rat holes. When opening a grain or flour barrel, check for any evidence that rodents have been there. If tracks, waste products, or of course, rodents are present, warn those who use the barrel that the grain or flour is not safe to eat. Always replace the barrel lid tightly. These are simple actions anyone can take to protect themselves and others from dirty flour. First argument in support of the of the thesis statement

	Second, each can work to persuade others not to be part of the problem. Although hard imagine, some people still do not realize how easy combating this scourge can be. Therefore, education is key: One could make a banner to post by local water sources or at market gates to teach literate people to take basic “barrel hygiene” preventive measures. To teach illiterate people, one could accomplish the same thing by volunteering to serve as a town crier.Second argument in support of the of the thesis statement

	
Lastly, each can help protect Paris against irresponsible people: Report to the police those who are careless about “barrel hygiene”. One could join a watch group to look out for people who leave flour barrels uncovered and remind them to replace the lid every time. Most of all, one can boycott merchants who do not practice good sanitation: Their carelessness can kill many people with one contaminated barrel. Third argument in support of the of the thesis statement

	Of course, some might argue that public health issues are the business of the king’s council. While that is true for some things, loyal subjects of the king still can act in public-spirited ways to help others avoid sickness and death. Anticipation of the most potent counterargument to the thesis statement and a refutation

	The plague has taken millions of lives over the course of the last couple of decades. It has affected Paris too, and it will continue to do so unless every Parisian does everything possible to combat the plague. As each chooses not to be part of the problem, encourages others through education, and acts in responsible ways to discourage lawless conduct, Paris can escape, in significant measure, the deadly consequences of the plague.Concluding paragraph that reminds the reader of the thesis statement



