A Basic Paradigm for “Making your Case”
Before you begin:
· Be sure you are completely clear in your own mind on exactly what “case” you are trying to “make”.
· Craft a thesis statement: a single sentence with a specific, falsifiable statement of the position the essay will defend.
As you write, remember:
· Everything—EVERYTHING—you include in your essay must have one AND ONLY ONE purpose: To persuade the reader to accept your thesis statement.
· Delete from your essay everything that does not support this aim.
	Title
· Craft a title that leads the reader to the thesis statement.

	Paragraph 1: Introduction
Your job is to use this paragraph to frame the discussion for the reader and introduce the thesis statement.
· Assume that the reader has never seen the wording of the assignment question but has a general understanding of world events and has heard of the WMD issue you are addressing.
· Then, introduce the issue in a way that leads logically and naturally to the thesis statement.

	Paragraphs 2, 3, and 4: Main argument
· In the main body, give three reasons for why the reader should agree with your thesis statement.
· Begin each paragraph one of those three reasons. This reason is called the topic sentence.
· Use the remainder of each paragraph to provide argument or evidence in support of the topic sentence.

	Paragraph 5: Opponent’s Objection and Your Response
· Use the topic sentence of this paragraph to identify the strongest possible objection to the thesis statement. Then:
—either refute the objection by explaining why the objection is false,
—or concede that the objection may be true, but call attention to the limitations or weaknesses of the objection.
You must respond to the objection—not just identify it!

	Paragraph 6: Conclusion
· Remind the reader of the thesis statement and of the most compelling evidence in support of it.
· Either encourage the reader to accept the thesis statement, or suggest the consequences of failing to accept it, or both.
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